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TRANSACTIONS OF THE N. J. MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE. 


We shall present the Report of the Standing Committee 
to our readers, in detached portions, in consequence of its 
great length. To print it entire, would compel us to omit 
other matter, equally as valuable. We commence with the 


REPORT FROM SALEM COUNTY. 
BY QUINTON GIBBON, M. D. 


Your reporter respectfully submits an imperfect sketch of 
the diseases, which have prevailed during the past year, in 
that part of the Western District, immediately within his ob- 
servation. He finds himself thus restricted, in consequence 
of a misunderstanding on the part of the reporters, for the 
respective district societies, within his jurisdiction, of the 
purport of the resolution passed at the last Annual Meeting 
of the State Society, and which defines their duties. Those 
reporters, believing it to be their duty to report direetly to 
you, have not communicated with the reporter for the Dis- 
trict, though solicited to do so. 

The leading features of the diseases, which prevailed dur- 
ing the past year, in that portion of the District under the 
authors cognizance, were undoubtedly impressed upon them 
by the wide-spread epidemic, through which we have so re- 
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cently passed. Early in the spring of 1849, your reporter 
noticed an unusual tendency to derangement of the biliary 
organs, in most of the diseases which came under his obser- 
vation. This predisposition, at first evidenced by slight di- 
arrhea, &c., gradually developed itself as the season ad- 
vanced, until it was finally merged into the cholera epidemic. 
This latter assumed the same form, and was characterized by 
the same symptoms as in other sections of the country. The 
epidemic subsided in the autumn, and was succeeded by fe- 
vers of various types, Intermittent, Remittent, Typhoid, &c. 
As these had preceded the Cholera, and heralded its ap- 
proach; so they now followed closely upon its departure.— 
The above mentioned fevers, continued to be the prevailing 
affections, until an unusually late period of the autumn. 

The early part of the winter was remarkably healthy. 

Such other diseases as came under the notice of your re- 
porter, seem also to have worn to a certain degree, the live- 
ry of the epidemic—Rheumatism, Pleurisy, Pneumonia, Cy- 
nanche, Tonsillaris Measles, and Hooping-Cough, were very 
generally accompanied by a coated tongue, and evidences 
of gastric and hepatic irritation, in many instances amount- 
ing to active inflammation. Sd frequently have these evi- 
dences of gastric and hepatic derangement been observed by 
the author, within a few months past, that he is reminded of 
a similar tendency, which was observed at the same early 
period of the last year. Reasoning from such data, it will 
not perhaps be speculating too much, to expressa belief that 
the epidemic of last summer, has not yet expended its force, 
and that it may be even now, reviving its smothered ener- 
gies for a fresh outbreak, during the approaching warm 
weather. 

But perhaps, a separate consideration of the more promi- 
nent diseases, prevalent during the past year, will be more 
in accordance with the object of this report. 

Epidemic Cholera.—This fearful disease, undoubtedly 
constituted the most prominent feature, in the medical histo- 





DR. GIBBON’s REPORT. 2438 


ry of the past year. In describing the symptoms and treat- 
ment of the epidemic, as it occurred in this locality, I cannot 
do better than to insert a communication from my friend, 
Dr. Thompson, of this place. He says—* During the latter 
part of the spring, and early in the summer, derangements 
of the digestive organs, sick stomach, diarrh@a, and severe 
attacks of cholera morbus, became of unusually frequent 
occurrence. They were the “avant couriers” which herald- 
ed the approach of the dreaded pestilence. The remark 
which has been made of some epidernics—that during their 
prevalence, they force all other diseases to assume their live- 
ry, was eminently true in this case. For many weeks be- 
fore the actual occurrence of a case of cholera—* bowel 
complaints”? were almost the only disorders, for which we 
were called upon to prescribe—or, if any of the usual dis- 
eases of the season occurred, diarrhea was sure, sooner or 
later to manifest itself, and demand prominent attention. — 
Here, as elsewhere, the diarrhea, which was so prevalent 
before and during the continuance of the cholera, and which, 
to be truly estimated, must be regarded as the forming stage 
of that fearful disease, was unaccompanied by pain, and, be- 
cause painless, was often allowed to proceed to a dangerous 
extent, before advice was asked, or proper treatment 
adopted. 

There was no unusual difficulty in the treatment, when 
commenced upon the first appearance of the disorder. Opium 
in some form or other, was an essential ingredient in every 
prescription. After trying various combinations, I gave the 
preference to opium, ipecac: and acet: plumb: (opii. 4 to 4 
gr. ipecac: 1-6 acet: plumb. 1 gr.) These pills given every 
two hours, or at longer intervals, with simple unirritating diet, 
constituted for the first few weeks almost a routine treat- 
ment. But as the season advanced, and the invasion of the 
cholera became more imminent, these ‘attacks were more 
frequent and obstinate. It became necessary to confine pa- 
tients strictly to the horizontal position. Calomel was sub- 
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stituted in the above prescription for the acet: plumb: with 
good effect. 

In regard to the treatment of cholera, I may say briefly, 
that in the few cases which came under my care, the rice- 
water discharges were more promptly arrested, by injections 
of tinc: opii: and starch, (60 to S0gtt. to 23) than by any 
other means. These injections to which I resorted, in al- 
most every case with cal: and opium—sinapisms tothe epigas- 
trium—warmth, and dry frictions to the extremities, and 
liquid ingesta to repair the waste of serum, constituted the 
sum of my treatment.”’ 

Intermittent fevers were very prevalent early in the 
spring of 1849. They were generally of the tertian type, of 
a mild character, and easily managed by bark and quinine. 
Upon the decline of the cholera, the autumnal intermittents 
prevailed more extensively, than for many years previous- 
ly. They were mostly tertians and quotidians—were more 
intractable than in the spring, and extremely liable to run 
into remittents, and especially so when purgatives were too 
freely used. Diarrhea was afrequentsymptom. Bark and 
quinine were of less efficacy than usual in their treatment. 
Relapses were more frequent than in ordinary seasons. 

Remittents were also unusually prevalent. They were 
generally of a mild, and in many instances of a mixed cha- 
racter. The symptoms being imperfectly developed, it was 
difficult to decide, whether they partook more of the remit- 
tent or intermittent quotidian forms. As in the case of in- 
termittents, great caution had to be used in the administra- 
tion of purgatives, during their treatment. Diarrhea, and 
typhoid symptoms readily appeared upon the exhibition of 
any other than the mildest cathartics, Fomentations and 
blisters to the abdomen, formed in many instances an essen- 
tial part of the treatment. 

Pleurisy and pneumonia were frequently observed during 
the latter part of the winter and early spring. The leading 
peculiarity of these diseases, was their frequent complication 
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with gastric and hepatic derangement. Though apparently 
of a sthenic character, general depletion did not exert its 
usual control over the early symptoms. Antimony, as a 
general rule was badly borne, aggravating the gastric irrita- 
bility, where it existed. The treatment practiced by your re- 
porter, most satisfactorily, consisted of small bleedings, fol- 
lowed by a mercurial purge at the onset—the latter repeat- 
ed occasionally, during the progress of the disease. Subse- 
quently, calomel, in alternate doses combined with opium or 
Dovers powders—or antimony in minute doses, where the 
stomach and bowels would bear it; and blisters followed by 
fomentations, were resorted to with benefit. 

Hooping-cough made its appearance late in the winter, 
and still continues to prevail. In its uncomplicated forms it 
assumed a mild character : but when combined with pulmo- 
nary inflammation, it proved very intractable, and in a num- 
ber of instances fatal. The treatment of the milder and sim- 
ple forms of the disease, differed in no essential particular, 
from that ordinarily pursued. Your reporter prescribed cof- 
fee, as recommended by Dr. Guyot—in several cases with 
very marked benefit. When combined with pleurisy and 
pneumonia, (a frequent occurrence,) the treatment already 
spoken of under the head of those diseases, was practiced 
with success, 

Measles and catarrh, were occasionally witnessed in the 
spring of 1849, and the latter prevailed very generally, dur- 
ing the winter, and the present spring. There were some 
sporadic cases of rheumatism during the winter. The only 
thing worthy of remark, in the treatment of these diseases, 
was the fact already severai times alluded to in this report, 
viz: that purgatives were, unless prescribed with more than 
ordinary caution, liable to excite troublesome diarrhea. If 
the experience of your reporter be correct, bronchocele 
would seem to be on the increase in this district; four 
cases having occurred in his practice, during the past year. 
The result. of the treatment adopted in those cases was high- 
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ly satisfactory. Iodine was the only remedy employed. It 
was given internally, in the following formula, viz: 
R. Iodine 48 grs. 
Alcohol 2} 

Of this solution, the patient took ten or twelve drops three 
times a day, at the commencement, and the quantity was af- 
terwards gradually increased to twenty or thirty drops. The 
iodine was also employed externally, in the form of tine- 
ture, (30 grs. to Zj.) Under this treatment, all of the cases 
except one, recently seen, and now under a similar treatment, 
speedily exhibited signs of amendment, and are now appa- 
rently well. 

The tone of public sentiment in regard to quackery, is 
slowly improving in West Jersey, if we may judge from the 
experience of the past year. The refusal on the part of our 
State Legislature, to entertain the proposed amendments to 
the existing statutes, in regard to illegal practitioners, has 
been very generally approved by the intelligent portion of 
the community in this district. Homeopathy seems to have 
been the most prominent of its forms, during the past year, 
in your reporters’ immediate neighborhood. Thomsonian- 
ism is gradually becoming extinct. Your reporter regrets 
however, to say, that the disposition to purchase and use the 
various nostrums of the day, seems to be but little, if any 
abated. A principal cause of this is, in the opinion of your 
reporter, owing to the practice among druggists of not only 
selling, but also personally recommending quack medicines; 
a practice deeply to be regretted, inasmuch as it interposes 
a serious obstacle to the cultivation of correct public senti- 
ment, in regard to the rights and responsibilities of medical 
men. 


ABSTRACT OF SUPPLEMENT BY DR. ELMER. 
Catarrh, Remittents, and Scarlatina, were occasionally seen 
in Bridgeton during the spring. They were generally of a 








DR. ELMERS’ REPORT. 247 


mild form. Early in June, affections of the bowels began 
to prevail. Diarrhea in children, and dysentery in adults, 
were very frequent. These were most successfully treated 
by purgatives of calomel and castor oil—followed by “sooth- 
ing and astringent remedies.” During the latter part of this 
month, dysentery increased in frequency and severity. The 
cases, however, soon recovered under the above mentioned 
purgatives, followed by Camph: Opii: and Ipecac: conjoined 
occasionally with mucilaginous and anodyne injections. 

In July, cholera epidemica made its appearance, charac- 
terized by rice-water stools, cramps, extreme prostration, 
coldness of the surface, &c. &c. The “ most efficient treat- 
ment seemed to be, to arouse the system by external stimu- 
lants and friction;’’ large doses of calomel; “no stimulants 
internally, and to check the rice-water stools when copious, 
by suppostories of opii. and acet. plumb. Bleeding in seve- 
ral cases seemed to aid reaction’? The nervous symptoms 
seemed to be benefitted by the use of Camph: Hoff: Ano- 
dyne,and Carb: Ammon: Protracted debility followed the 
severe cases, and required the liberal use of both vegetable 
and mineral tonics to restore the patient. “If there was 
any one remedy, upon which we might lay more stress than 
others in the treatment of this scourge, I should certainly 
say calomel—its action was so prompt, and so decided in 
changing the whole aspect of the disease.” 

Phthisis, is on the increase in this section. Dr. E. has de- 
rived but little benefit from the use of Cod Liver Oil, in its 
treatment: but has been much pleased with the effects of 
Wood Naptha; two cases having recovered under its use, 
in one of which, a cavity had formed, and in the other tu- 
bercles had softened, and been expectorated. In other cases, 
it seems to have kept the disease at bay. He recommends 
xxgtt. to be given daily, with Syr. Scilla: and Tinc: Opii: 
Camph: 

There were few or no births in his section, during the pre- 
valence of the cholera: a fact, which he says, was observed 
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during the prevalence of a congestive fever in Bridgeton in 

the autumu of 184t. I think we have observed a similar 

fact, though not perhaps in so marked a degree in this 

neighborhood. Certainly, there were a greater number of 

abortions than usual, during the past summer and autumn. 
Salem, April 25th, 1850. 





ABSTRACT OP REPORT FROM GLOUCESTER COUNTY. 
BY JOSEPH F. GARRISON, M. D. 
. . 7 * . > * . . 

The formation of the American Medical Association seems 
to have given a new, and we hope favorable impulse to the 
profession, and should its future proceedings be character- 
ized by the same spirit which has thus far marked them, 
they will soon exert a decided and beneficial effect upon the 
community without. 

In 1847, our county society was reorganized, and has since 
then, been conducted with increasing interest. From the 
reports made by the members at each meeting, I shall lay 
before you a sketch of the diseases which have been most 
generally prevalent among us during the past year, treating 
of them in the order of their succession. 

In the latter part of the winter of ’48, and the spring of 
°49, we were visited by the influenza. In some of its vari- 
ous forms, and with more or less severity, it attacked almost 
every person in the community. In some sections of the 
county it was preceded by a disposition to croup among 
the children, which was in many cases exceedingly obsti- 
nate. It came on gradually, and progressed slowly. An 
occasional metallic sound in the cough indicated to a prac- 
tised ear the presence of the fearful disease; but the parents 
were often unconscious that the child was in danger until it 
was almost beyond the hope of remedy. In certain districts 
the mortality was considerable, much greater than ordinary, 
no plan of treatment being successful in averting a fatal ter- 
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mination. If seen early, the patients were bled—full use 
was made of emetics. Ipecac: antimony, and sulph: of cop+ 
per were in turn called into requisition—the system was as 
rapidly as possible put under the influence of mercury, and 
the fauces were washed with solutions of nitrate of silver. 
These means, singly or united, according to the indications 
of each particular case, formed our main reliance in this dis- 
ease. We occasionally used blisters to the thorax, and ap- 
plied warm fomentations to the throat. Dr. Fithian, of 
Woodbury, not satisfied with the results of the ordinary 
mode of treatment, had recourse to the use of cold water to 
the throat and upper part of the chest, by dipping a towel 
in the water, folding it to fit the throat, and binding it on 
with a strip of cloth or flannel. We used it in four cases— 
relief in every instance followed its first application. Ifthe 
symptoms became aggravated again after several hours, it 
was renewed and the ultimate results were most satisfacto- 
ry, all of the patients recovering. 

Closely following this croupy tendency in children, the 
influenza appeared among adults, and during the rest 
of its course seemed chiefly to attack those of the mid- 
dle periods of life, children being less troubled with affec- 
tions of the thoracic organs than usual at the same season of 
the year. 

The influenza came on generally with a chill, followed 
by pains in the back, head and limbs. These were often 
shifting in their character, and accompanied with considera- 
ble fever; there was an unusual amount of soreness in the 
muscles, and aching in all the joints, causing the patient to 
ery out if he was roughly moved or handled. In some 
eases these were the only symptoms present. Nothing 
marked any particular organ as the especial seat of the dis- 
order; but commonly after a day or two there was a dry 
cough, soon followed by expectoration of mucous alone, or 
streaked with blood, or the pain would all seem to centre in 


the side; or a diarrhea, with soreness and pain of the abdo- 
$2 
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men, would make its appearance, and the disease would as- 
sume uneguivocally the character of a bronchitis, or pneu- 
monia, and in some instances pleurisy, or irritation of the 
bowels—these were sometimes singly present, but more 
frequently the patient was at the same time suffering from 
the effects of two or more of them combined. This disease 
was generally very manageable, and the mortality slight. 
In our own practice we seldom thought the lancet necessa- 
ry, and were sparing in the loss of blood, except in those 
cases where there was a very decided tendency to pneumo- 
nia or severe pleurisy. But some of our members employed 
v.s. inalarge proportion of the cases where the disease was 
fully developed in any of its forms, and they thought with 
advantage, maintaining that their cures were more rapid 
and complete, than where the lancet had been abstained 
from or less generally used. In some cases where the en- 
teric affection would admit its use, we all employed antimo- 
ny for the control of the thoracic diseases; and where its 
use was restricted or negatived by a disorder of the bowels, 
calomel in combination with ipecac: or Dover’s powder was 
found to answer a most admirable purpose; it seemed to us 
to exercise a more powerfully controlling effect over the in- 
fluenza, in all its varieties, than any—we had almost said 
ail other remedies combined. Wherever antimony was in- 
dicated, calomel, in connection with it, was beneficial, and 
in many instances where antimony was inadmissible, the 
mercurial was found to be of inestimable service. Where 
the thoracic symptoms did not quickly yield to internal re- 
medies, we used blisters much sooner than we are accus- 
tomed to apply them, but we found them a signal benefit in 
many instances even at a very early period of the disorder. 
After the subsidence of the influenza the county was 
very healthy until about the middle of June, when the cho- 
lera made its appearance among us. The first case was a 
fisherman, at Red Bank, on the river shore, about three miles 
from Woodbury. He was in the employ of a Mr. Bake- 
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oven, and resided at Port Richmond, Pa. One of the same 
company had been taken ill there and died about three days 
before, and was reported by Dr. Janvier as the first case of 
cholera which occurred in Philadelphia. After his death his 
comrades who had been with him during his illness came 
down to Red Bank, where the fisherman was taken with 
the disease and died in a very few hours. From this time 
the influence of the epidemic seemed to be abroad over all 
the land. There was scarcely an individua] who did not 
experience the effects of it; the tendency to diarrhea was 
universal ; its attacks were easily induced, exceedingly and 
rapidly prostrating, and disposd to return every few days, 
even where it was most carefully watched ; so that it seemed 
to affect the breath, and destroy the energy of the whole 
community ; every one complained of feelings of unusual 
debility and depression of all the vital powers—laboring 
men were unable to work, and would often apply for some- 
thing which would make them strong, stating that they were 
not sick, but found it impossible to carry on their accustomed 
labors. In such instances, there was nothing indicative of 
disease excepting this languor, and a slight tenesmus, which 
led them to attempt a passage of the bowels several times a 
day; though frequently there would be only one, or at most 
two stools in the course of the day and night. It was not 
unusual to have the patients complain entirely of the head ; 
the face was flushed and the eyes watery, and pain of eon- 
siderable severity occupied the forehead, or the whole head 
felt full and very uncomfortable. There was no pain or 
soreness of the abdomen, and no diarrhesa was spoken of, 
but if particular inquiry was made, it was found that there 
had been several siools in the last twenty four hours~end 
treatment directed entirely to the controlling of this, soon re- 
lieved all the symptoms of the disorder within the cranium. 
The diarrhea which prevailed at this time so extensively 
was not in general attended with much pain or abdominal 
tenderness, although there were many exceptions to this— 
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but it rapidly induced the most complete and distressing 
prostration ; and after it had continued for a short time a 
peculiar leaden color, and haggard expression of counte- 
nance marked the ailment under which the patient was suf- 
fering, as unmistakeably as any combination of symptoms 
could have done. Cramps in the extremities, or the muscles 
of the abdomen were common in these cases, and if the diarr- 
haa was not soon checked, vomitting came on, the cramps 
grew more severe, the discharges from the bowels lost their 
feculent character and became watery and colorless; the 
hands and feet were cold; the leaden color of the face be- 
came deeper and darker; the skin upon the fingers was 
wrinkled and bluish; the eyes lost their natural expression, 
and looked dull and heavy; the voice was faint and husky; 
the respiration embarrassed ; the pulse at the wrist feeble, 
fluttering, or entirely wanting; and the patient was over- 
whelmed with all the symptoms of the collapsed stage of the 
Asiatic cholera. Cholera morbus was frequent, coming on 
suddenly, and with considerable severity, but it seemed 
much more manageable when thus attacking an individual, 
than when it succeeded to a previous diarrheal stage. In 
several instances we observed a disposition to disorder of 
the kidneys in these diarrheal cases; pain in the back, 
more frequent calls to urination than usual, and pains along 
the course of the anterior crural nerve, which subsided as 
the other symptoms yielded to treatment. The violence or 
duration of the premonitory diarrhea did not seem to afford 
any measure of the severity of the menaced attack ; but in 
every case of choleraic collapse which came under my no- 
tice; there had: been a previous diarrha@a! period, and in 
every instance of ‘sufficient duration to have been affected 
by proper remedies, had they been employed. 

The treatment of these cases was very uniform through- 
out the wholecounty. The means used in brief, were warm 
applications to the extremities, and also (in connection with 
sinapisms) over the bowels; ligatures around the limbs were 
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recommended by some for controlling the cramps; and the 
discharges were promptly checked by the use of astringents, 
with small quantities of opium in slighter cases; and in the 
more severe, with the addition of calomel, and larger doses 
of opium repeated often enough to quiet the pain and re- 
strain the number of discharges; a grain of opium every 
one, two or three hours until it had produced the desired 
effect. Where the cholera morbic symptoms were fully de- 
veloped in constant nausea, and vomiting, added to the purg- 
ing, we relied upon the more frequent administration of 
pilis of opium and calomel. When the case was seen early, 
this succeeded perfectly in arresting its progress; but in 
those instances where the disease ran on for several days 
with a persisting diarrh@a and disposition to sick stomach 
and vomiting, we used opium freely through the day, giv- 
ing at bed time a full dose of calomel, say 6, 8 or 10 grs.— 
repeating itevery night till it was followed by dark colored, 
consistent bilious stools, from which time the patients were 
rapidly relieved, endeavoring to control the stomach by ad- 
ministering in the intervals, brandy, the mixture [of vine- 
gar, capsicum, salt and water] or the swallowing of pieces 
of ice, which latter sometimes had a most beneficial effect, 
refreshing the patient, and checking the nausea. In two 
cases which occurred in the practice of Drs. Fithian and 
Saunders, of Woodbury, where the symptoms were those of 
rapidly approaching collapse, they arrested the course of the 
disease very speedly by the use ofa solution of nitrate of 
silverin water; both the patients had taken opium previ- 
ously—the one gr. vi. in pill, and the other gr. iv. in tinct: 
camphor—but without causing any amendment. Dr. Saun- 
ders gave to the one, gr. 24 of the nitrate in an ounce of 
water; the nausea was removed directly, and there was no 
vomiting after the administration of the medicine. To the 
other Dr. Fithian gave gr. i. of the nitrate in an ounce of 
water, with a similar result. In this case, however; the pa- 
tient took gr. iij. of opium after the nitrate. This remedy 
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has been highly recommended for controlling irritability of 
stomach, and would seem to be worth a trial in such cases. 
Dr. Howell read before our Society, and subsequently pub- 
lished in the New Jersey Medical Reporter, an account ofa 
ease of cholera morbus, of unusual severity, which was 
checked by its use. In the instances above referred to, the 
relief afforded followed so immediately its administration 
that the gentlemen who employed it were sanguine in their 
expectations that it would prove a valuable addition to our 
means of checking these most distressing symptoms; but as 
it was used by both, in connection with large quantities of 
other powerful remedies, a full and careful investigation into 
its powers when used alone, and of the cases to which it 
may be adapted, is needed before we can give any well 
founded opinion as to its value as a remedial agent in con- 
trolling the disease. 

Notwithstanding the disposition to disorder of the bowels 
which prevailed to so great an extent throughout the whole 
of our county, we had very few cases of a dysenteric char- 
acter till towards the close of the epidemic, excepting only 
the neighborhood of one town, Clarksboro’, in, and around 
which it raged with unusual violence and mortality during 
almost the whole of the summer. But in the other sections 
of the county, there was very little of it till near the decline 
of the choleraic influence. In the latter part of this time 
however the majority of our cases seemed to put on a dy- 
senteric appearance, sometimes being marked by considera- 
ble severity in their progress, but with a very slight fatality 
in their results. In the treatment of it, the lancet was very 
seldom used; and no purgatives were employed excepting 
calomel, and occasionally castor oil after the calomel. Opi- 
um was considered the chief reliance, and it was used with- 
out stint. There were three plans of treatment followed by 
different members of the Society, but they were dissimilar 
only in the mode in which they employed the same reme- 
dies. By some, the opium was given in combination with 
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calomel, in divided doses, every three or four hours, using 
asa vehicle, powdered elm bark or some other mucilage, 
continuing the combination regularly till bilious stools were 
produced. Others used opium alone through the day, giv- 
ing a grain or more of it at such intervals as would suffice 
to quiet the pain and check the discharges; and at bed time 
gave a full dose of calomel, ten grains, with about two or 
three of opium, and then stopped all medicine till this had 
purged once or twice, when the opium was resumed as be- 
fore ; and lastly, the calomel was given in castor oil, or fol- 
lowed by the oil very shortly, and when this had purged, 
then opium, or opium and calomel combined, were adminis- 
tered at intervals of three or four hours. In our own prac- 
tice we thought that the second of these plans succeeded bet- 
ter than either of the others. Where there was much tormi- 
na and tenesmus, nothing controlled them so well as enemata 
of mucilage and laudanum. 

Since the close of the warm weather, and the departure of 
the epidemic, the county has been unusually free from all 
disease of an epidemic character—and even sporadic cases 
have been very few. Our cases of autumnal fever were few 
and light, and during the winter thus far, there has been an 
almost total absence of the thoracic diseases, peculiar to the 
season of the year—and those which have occurred have 
been very mild—there has been a much stronger tendency 
to neuralgia than to inflammatory affections, and even where 
inflammation was present, the neuralgic elements of the dis- 
ease seemed to preponderate over, and outlast the others 
all the constitutional symptoms would subside long before 
the pain had left the affected part. In almost all the cases 
however, there has been a decided disposition to diarrhea 
so much that we have been obliged to be very guarded in 
the use of antimony and purges. 

From the absence of all factories, or public works of any 
kind, we have very little surgery to report in this district ; 
the only case which deserves any notice, is an operation for 
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strangulated femoral hernia, which was successfully per- 
formed by Drs. Clark and Weatherby, upon a female patient 
of the latter. She was put under the influence of chloroform 
during the operation, and recovered very rapidly after the 
replacement of the bowel. 

Much interest has lately been manifested through the me- 
dical journals and societies, in the discussion of the connec- 
tion between pregnancy and albuminuria, and the influence 
of this latter in the production of puerperal convulsions—the 
following case fell under my observation a few months since, 
in which the first two of these states existed coincidently, and 
as it may illustrate some points in the history of this formid- 
able combination, I send it to you as the only item of inte- 
rest which I have to report on the subject of midwifery. 

Dr. Charles Garrison was called on the morning of August 
31, 1849, to see Mrs. L , with flooding—the patient was 
about 40 years of age, and the mother of several children— 
she had generally enjoyed good health, until some four 
years ago, at which time, she suffered from the recurrence 
of severe attacks of colic—these were arrested by a slight 
mercurial! course, and have never been repeated—for the 
last year or two she has been gaining flesh very rapidly— 
but has not felt like one in vigorous health, and has had oc- 
casional abortions, the number I do not know; during the 
past two months, she, in common with those about her, 
suffered from several severe attacks of the prevalent diarr- 
hea which were checked by the use of opium and as- 
tringents—but the disposition to it was so strong that it has 
at no time been completely arrested ; for some months, her 
feet and ankles have been slightly edematous, and latterly 
the swelling has extended to her hands and face, and is now 
present over the whole body—her discharges of urine have, 
during the same period, been both less frequent and less co- 
pious than usual. At the time that my father first visited 
her, she was about eight months advanced in pregnancy— 
she had been taken a few hours previous to his seeing her, 
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with pain in the back and hemorrhage from the uterus. She 
had not lost much blood, and the discharge was soon arrested 
—but she was in a situation which indicated extreme dan- 
ger—the cellular tissue over the whole body was infiltrated 
and distended—the hands and feet were very much swollen, 
and such was the edema of the face, that its natura] appear- 
ance, and expression were entirely changed—the lips and 
cheeks were livid, and the eyes dull and bloodshotten—she 
complained of pain in the head—and dimness of vision— 
had been vomiting during the night, and still had constant 
and distressing nausea ; the skin was cool and pasty to the 
touch, and the pulse very feeble. Her feelings were those 
of extreme weakness, and on the slightest motion she had 
a disposition to fainting. [Ice was applied to the head, and 
she was kept quiet.} During the next two days she seemed 
somewhat better, the head was less painful, and her face 
and hands less edematous. On the 5th day of her illness, I 
first saw her (Sept. 3)—her bowels had been freely moved 
just before my visit, and she expressed herself much relieved 
—the pain had left her head and back and she felt more easy 
and less weak, but still there was a dimness in her vis- 
ion when she attempted to discern objects, looking as if 
there was a veil before her eyes: pulse 80, but easily com- 
pressible and very feeble. On examining her urine, I found 
it acid in its reaction, of a reddish color, without any mu- 
cous flocculi or sediment ; the addition of nitric acid and the 
test by heat, showed the presence of an immense proportion 
of albumen—the vial was nearly filled with the precipitate. 
I have never seen so large an amount of albumen thrown 
down from the same quantity of urine—[R. Carb. Potasse 
and diuretic infusion, and continue cold to the head.] 
September 4th—After my visit of yesterday, diarrhea 
attended by constant nausea and disposition to vomit had 
come on, face more swollen, complains of feeling ex- 
tremely weak, has been faint all day, and at times seems 
almost totally exhausted, and unable to rally, has also some 
slight pains diffused through the head, but none elsewhere. 
33 
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[Sinapisms to neck, cold to the head. R. lime water— 
cream and ice, and kino for her diarrhea. } 

September 5th and 6th.—Sick stomach and diarrheea bet- 
ter—otherwise not much change; the appearance of the 
eye heavy, with a wandering and uncertain expression ; 
the swelling is gradually increasing—urine still small in 
quantity, and highly albuminous. 

September 7, 8 and 9th, seems to be sinking gradually ; 
with little change in the symptoms, but a great increase 
of debility, pulse 100, to 120, and failing in force some- 
times, being scarcely perceptible for a considerable period. 

September 10th.—Labor came on this morning suddenly, 
with the discharge ofa large quantity of liquor amnii; pain 
followed directly, and before my father reached her, the child 
and after birth were both expelled. This was not followed 
by any hemorrhage, but there soon seemed to be a still 
more entire prostration of all the energies of the system ; 
the eyes were affected with a slight strabismus, but there 
were no convulsions; from this time she rapidly sank, and 
died in the evening. This case was marked with all the 
characters of a poisoning of the system, from the presence of 
some impurity in the blood, and indicates strongly the ne- 
cessity that we should watch in all cases of pregnancy 
which are placed under our care, lest our patients should 
suffer from this addition to the dangers of that perilous state, 
until it is too late for any remedy to be of service. 


ABSTRACT OF REPORT FROM ESSEX AND PASSAIC. 
BY ALEXANDER W. RODGERS, M. D. 


’ Being without information from other localities, the Re- 
port for the Eastern District has reference only to what has 
been observed of the course of diseases in the counties of 
Essex, and Passaic; and more particularly in the vicinities 
of Newark, and Paterson. 

.-During the whole of the past year, the diseases have been 
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more asthenic than usual, few requiring blood letting, or 
free depletion by purgation, and those only, in the earliest 
stage of their course. The tendency has been to early pros- 
tration, and lingering debility. 

We think proper to insert a short account of the weather, 
before our notice of the diseases of spring and summer. 

April was dry and cold ; the prevailing winds were North- 
west and West. In May, cold, sluggish, dull, lowering 
weather, with easterly winds prevailed. The mean tem- 
perature was 554°, being 4° below the average for the last 
six years. About the fourth day of the month, there was a 
change of more that,36° in less than twelve hours, preceding 
rainy and cloudy weather. 

In April and May, the prevalent diseases were inflamma- 
tory affections of the lungs, chiefly of a bronchial kind.— 
Many of these cases became chronic. The subjects of many 
of them were children. Some proved fatal, and others only 
recovered, after reducing the little patients to the last extre- 
mity. The bronchial disease, was sometimes complicated 
with irritation, or a low degree of inflammation of the mu- 
cous tissue of the alimentary canal; and with this disease 
of the mucous tissue, there was also often more or less affec- 
tion of the head, simulating the approach of hydrocepha- 
lus. These were tedious and difficult to manage, gentle 
alteratives and tonics, proved of most avail. Sometimes in 
the latter stages, small doses of nitric acid appeared to have 
a salutary effect upon the diseased mucous tissue, and to 
promote general strength. 

Pleurisies and Pneumonia, were also frequent. In some 
of these cases, the impotency of blood-letting to subdue the 
disease was strikingly manifest; while the good effects of 
blistering and other counter-irritants, were equally manifest. 
We have observed, that in almost all cases of pulmonary in- 
flammation, after moderate depletion by the lancet, counter- 


irritation operated well, and was almost essential to the cure. 
* _ - * * . * * * 




















260 D.R RODGERS’S REPORT. 


We here insert a short notice of weather during the sum- 
mer. 

The average temperature of June and July, was higher 
than for several years past, also higher than in 1832. Dur- 
ing the first half of June, the average was about 75°, and 
during the latter half of that month, it was over 85°. The 
atmosphere, however, was heavy and more chilly to the 
sense than usual, and there was less rain than in any June 
for the last six years. From the 17th to the 27th, the 
weather was unusually hot and dry. In July, there was 
great heat in the middle of the day, and the nights were cool- 
er than usual in proportion. From the Ist to the 11th, the 
thermometer ranged from 75° to 80° during the day. On 
the 11th it rose to 874°, on the 12th to 97°, and on the 13th 
to 993°. On the 14th it was 974°, and on this day the sky 
clouded. But while there was a heavy rain south of the 
Raritan, only a few drops fellhere. ‘The temperature, how- 
ever, fell 40°, and on the 15th and 16th, continued colder by 
20° than before the change. During the remainder of the 
month the mercury rose daily above 81°, and on the 20th, 
26th, and 30th, as high as 88°. During the greater part of 
the day the winds were brisk, and in the latter part of the 
day generally easterly. 

August was characterized by more rain, a more equable 
temperature and clearer atmosphere. There was less than 
9° difference between the mean of the warmest and the 
coldest days. The mean of the month was a fraction over 
72°. Thé winds during the early part of the month, were 
variable, but during the last week, they were almost con- 
stantly easterly. The past summer was warmer than any 
of its predecessors, since 1845. 

In the latter part of May several cases of sudden and se- 
vere diarrhea, with great faintness, prostration and coldness 
of surface were observed. These cases had an unusual 
tendency to relapse, after being checked, At a later period 
when the cholera was admitted by all to be among us, these 





DR. RODGERS’S REPORT. 261 


cases would have been reported as decided cases of that dis- 
ease. 

The first cases of Cholera reported as such, appeared in 
this part of the State the last of May. The first case in Pa- 
terson, occurred on the 30th of May, and the first in Newark 
on the 31st. From the time of its appearance, till near the 
middle of July, but few cases occurred. In June, there 
were but four deaths in Newark, and but five in Paterson : 
and from the 11th of June till the 5th of July, it was entire- 
ly absent from the latter place. On the 5th of July, it ap- 
peared again in Paterson. One case occurred on this day— 
others on the 10th, and from this date till the middle of 
August, the disease prevailed with considerable severity ; 
and from that time till the 10th of September, with dimin- 
ished force. After the latter date, no case was seen in this 
vicinity. The whole number of deaths in Paterson, were 
one hundred and nine. The number of cases supposed to 
be /ess than double the number of deaths. In the city of 
Newark, from the 10th to the 24th of July, but nine deaths 
were reported ; but during the last week of the month there 
were seventeen deaths, twelve of these occurring on the 
29th and 30th. The whole number of deaths during the 
month, was thirty-one. In the first two weeks of August, 
forty-seven deaths were reported, and as near as we have 
been able to learn thirty-two occurred during the remainder 
of the month, making the whole number for August seven- 
ty-nine, During the early part of September, but a very 
few cases appeared. 

The pestilence visited the Newark Alms-house, situated 
a mile and a half below the city, on the 18th of July. In 
the first six days there were eleven cases, and six deaths, and 
during the remaining days of the month, eighteen more 
deaths occurred: and three more in August. 

We have not been able to obtain the whole number of 
eases which appeared, either in the city or the Alms-house, 
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but in regard to the city, we have learned enough to judge 
of the fatality of the disease. During the first two weeks of 
August, there were seventy-one cases to the forty-seven 
deaths, showing a mortality of nearly two-thirds. In the 
early part of August, the disease suddenly appeared in the 
neighborhood of Bloomingdale, Passaic county, and carried 
off seven of one family, in the course of three days. We do 
not know that others beside the fatal cases occurred. 

The epidemic appeared in Rahway, the 8th and 9th of 
July, and at its onset, the cases succeeded each other with 
fearful rapidity. Full two thirds of these died, but after a 
few days the disease almost disappeared ; and although it 
returned in the latter part of the month, it prevailed with 
far less malignity. The extent of the ravages of the disease 
in Jersey City, we do not know. We believe that no cases 
occurred in Plainfield, and few or none in Elizabethtown, 
nor in any of the other towns in the district. Some deaths 
occurred in various localities, of those who had been visit- 
ing in the cities where it prevailed epidemically, and were 
seized by it soon after returning home. 

As far as your reporter has become acquainted with the 
facts, no connection could be traced between many of the 
first cases of the disease. It is true, that in nearly all of the 
families in which one case appeared, others followed, but 
they were not generally those who were most exposed to 
the first case : but more often those who were but little with 
the patients. It was observed, that when one case occurred 
those relatives who were much stricken with fear, were very 
apt soon to fall victims of the dread malady. 

We do not know that in this district, any particular care 
was taken to insulate the sick from the well. 

The mortality as stated above, (the deaths being to the 
cases, as two to three,) was very great; but this must not 
be considered the proportion, when medical aid was ob- 
tained, in the early stages. As far as we know, in such 
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cases, not more than one-third proved fatal, although the 
disease was sufficiently advanced to make its character un- 
mistakeable. 

The subjects of the disease were chiefly persons in a low 
condition of life; many of them, of intemperate and irre- 
gular habits, and those who were subject to much fatigue 
and exposure, with poor fare. When individuals of a com- 
fortable, regular mode of life, and temperate habits, became 
its victim, some exciting cause—such as excessive fatigue, 
imprudent diet, or more than usual dread of the malady, 
was almost always present. Those persons who were af- 
fected with chronic dyspepsia, and derangement of the ali- 
mentary canal, and biliary organs, as might be expected, of- 
ten fell victims. Cases which appeared at first as common 
cholera morbus, and also dysentery not unfrequently ended 
in cholera. 

In Paterson, the disease was more rife in the lowest and 
most crowded parts of the town. During the period of its 


greatest severity, it appeared to progress from south to 
north. 
The course of the disease differed but little from that 


of the epidemic of 1832, but we think the cerebral af- 
fection was more apt to follow a partial collapse than in 
1832. In that epidemic, as we saw in New York city, 
the consecutive fever, with the affection of the brain, 
was not often seen, except after complete collapse. In the 
recent epidemic, the majority of young persons and children 
had consecutive fever, even when there was but an ap- 
proach to collapse. 

We are not aware that any thing new was learned by us 
in relation to the essential nature of the disease, or its proxi- 
mate cause. But while this may be still a matter of hypo- 
thesis and speculation, we all agree that an essential part of 
the disease, is a determination of the vital fluid to the intes- 
tinal surface, with a reflux from the cutaneous surface and 
the extremities of the system, and with these, an inactive 
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state of the function of the liver, and our treatment has 
been mainly directed to the counter-action of these abera- 
tions. Perhaps the foregoing conditions were preceded by a 
depressed state of the nervous system ; for it was certain that 
agents which could operate in no other way than through 
the mind had much to do, both as causes and remedies. 
Those cases that were most amenable to treatment, were 
individuals not the most robust in constitution, but often 
those who were rather feeble. The hopes and fears of the 
patient, had much to do with the success of the physician. 
And it was observed that, if a rather nervous and sensitive 
patient could be inspired with confidence and hope, such an 
one was far more likely to recover, than one of a mental 
temperament more obtuse, and less susceptible to spiritual 
influences. We thus account for what we know to be a 
fact, viz: a greater number of recoveries among female pa- 
tients. 

In the early stages of the malady, some physicians tried 
venesection, and thought its effects salutary. Dr. Dougherty, 
of Newark, says—“In a number of instances, free bleeding 
seemed to have the happiest effect in preventing collapse, 
even when it was evidently impending. 

“One man, whom I saw, had been taking ‘ Loweree’s 
cholera mixture’ all night, till morning found him with vox 
cholerica, hippocratic face, feeble pulse, and cold surface. — 
At the first v. s. the blood was black and flowed sluggishly, 
—at the second, several hours later, it was red, and flowed 
freely. A pregnant woman with the same symptoms was 
equally and similarly relieved. 

These, with other cases that it would not be worth while 
to detail, prove to my satisfaction the value of this agent, 
when early used.” 

The Dr. does not say whether in these cases other reme- 
dies were used at the same time, but we suppose they were. 
In the stage of collapse, he says, that “ bleeding was at least 
nugatory, if not hurtful.” 
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Most physicians in this vicinity, made use of external ap- 
plications, with a view of keeping up the heat of the surface 
and inviting the blood to the cutaneous capillaries. Some 
thought frictiorl best—others preferred to keep the surface 
closely covered. As far as we observed, the latter mode 
was far the best. The tendency to coldness of the surface 
was so great, the exposure appeared to carry off more heat 
than the friction induced. In our practice, hot dry applica- 
tions, (and we prefer bags of heated salt), kept closely ap- 
plied to the extremities and sides of the body, appeared to 
assist materially in keeping up the heat and in relieving 
cramps. The latter symptom we found full as much re- 
lieved by firmly grasping the limbs through the bed clothes, 
as by friction. The hot salt relieved thecramps of the bowels, 
as much as any external remedy we ever used. Mustard 
plasters were often applied to the surface with good effect. 
A spice plaster, made of strong ginger, cloves, &c., with hot 
brandy, we often used with benefit over the pit of the sto- 
mach, in the early stages. When collapse was com- 
plete, hot applications to the surface appeared to us to do 
little good, and as they oppressed the patient, were often 
discontinued. 

Of internal remedies, a great variety were used, and often 
of a very opposite kind, even by regular practitioners.— 
Stimulants, (in moderate doses) carminatives, and astringents, 
were generally admitted to be useful both before, and in 
collapse. But we often saw stimulants and hot spices used 
to excess, and thereby inflammatory affections of the sto- 
mach and bowels induced, that were not easily recovered 
from. Opiates in the early stages, were often very happy 
in their effects, and essential in the treatment. But these 
likewise, could be easily carried to excess, so as to induce 
consecutive affections of the brain, and thereby do as much 
harm as good. In collapse, opium appeared to increase that 
congestion of the brain, which in fatal cases, generally oc- 


curred some hours before death. 
34 
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But as far as our observation extended, the remedy that 
had most power, both before and after collapse, was calo- 
mel ; and the other appropriate internal remedies, appeared 
only to play the part of adjuvants to this, which is still pro- 
perly called the Samson of the materia medica. Opiates 
and astringents were very usful in diverting the disease, in 
its incipient stages; and when the enemy had made greater 
advances, by driving the vital fluid from the outposts of the 
system, they helped te keep this agent of defence in posi- 
tion ; but it was the mighty engine that really battled with 
the foe, and delivered the citadel. In cases where the dis- 
ease was as yet, only regarded as diarrhea, but in which 
the stools were watery, and beginning to lose their color, 
we gave calomel in half gr. doses, combined with equal 
parts of opium, and sometimes sugar of lead, and where 
there was faintness and sickness of stomach,camphor. We 
preferred the form of pill, and repeated the dose every hour 
or two, according to the urgency of the case ;—at the 
the same time enjoining quiet and warmth. When the dis- 
ease set in violently, we administered the calomel in one or 
two gr. doses, combined with opium, camphor, catechu, 
sugar of lead, &c., as adjuvants, every half hour. This 
treatment was often successful in arresting the diarrhea, and 
restoring bile to the stools, resulting in speedy recovery. 
After collapse had become complete some cases were restored 
by the persevering administration of this remedy, in fre- 
quently repeated small doses, as a half, to one gr. every fif- 
teen minutes, or larger doses, as v. or x. grs. every hour.— 
We saw a number of such recoveries in Paterson, and heard 
of them in other places. Dr. Brown of Newark, reports an 
example in an adult female. He says,—“ when I first saw 
her, the pulse was not to be felt,—the extremities were cold, 
—the eyes sunk, with a dark circle around them,—features 
shrunk,—frequent copious discharges like rice water, from 
the bowels, and violent cramps of the legs, all indicated a 
case where the powers of life were rapidly deserting the 
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outposts, and yielding before the disease. Friction to the 
legs and arms was immediately commenced and actively 
persevered in. Mustard was applied to the region of the 
stomach. Morphia was given, gr. 4 every half hour. Cal- 
omel, grs. x. every hour, and brandy and ammonia were 
poured down in large quantities almost incessantly. Before 
long the pulse began to be felt, bilious discharges appeared, 
and the patient recovered. Such cases have been sufficient- 
ly numerous to encourage perseverance, even in the stage of 
collapse.”’ 

Dr. Brown says, that in Newark, “ Homeopathy failed 
most signally in the treatment of cholera, but the credit of 
cure was sometithes given to the drop of spirit of camphor 
instead of to the full dose of brandy and ammonia, which 
were exhibited at the same time.”” The same may be said 
of what trials Homeopathy made in Paterson. 

Intermittent and remittent fevers began to prevail early 
in the spring, and continued through the season, till near 
winter. They were in all marshy districts in this vicinity, 
more prevalent and obstinate than usual. The cases of In- 
termittent were especially numerous and obstinate, and 
prostrated the constitution to a greater degree than is usual 
in this part of the country. In some, it induced chronic 
disease of the liver, and repeated hemorrhage, from the nose 
and sometimes from the bowels that proved fatal. In others 
inclined to pulmonary affections, consumption was induced. 
Sometimes as a remedy, arsenic proved more potential than 
quinine, and we frequently used the preparation of Fowler 
in children, without observing any deleterious effect. 

The cases of remittent fever which occurred in the early 
part of the spring, were often complicated with bronchial af- 
fections ; and needed expectorants and counter-irritants, as 
well as febrifuges and alteratives. Bleeding was only occa- 
sionally indicated, and tonics in the latter stages were gener- 
ally required. In the latter part of the spring, and in summer 
and autumn, the complications were also, to some extent of 
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a bronchial kind; but to a much greater extent affections 
of the bowels and liver,—sometimes diarrhea, in others, dys- 
eptery. In districts where the disease was most se- 
vere, in the early stages the head was much affected, and 
delirium and stupor were not uncommon symptoms. ‘These 
cases inclined to the typhoid form, ‘There was an excessive 
dryness of the skin, and absence of blood from its capilla- 
ries, The free use of calomel was not well borne. In some 
cases where it was used but moderately, a dry, grey colored 
ulcer appeared on the inside of the cheek. These cases 
were usually followed by protracted debility, and often by 
an eruption of small boils, which discharged a thin unheal- 
thy pus. eo 

In the early part of the season we saw one case of re- 
mittent, in an old lady of seventy-five years, which, although 
in other respects mild, was attended at its close with com- 
plete mental derangement, which continued for more than a 
week. 

In the vicinity of the Little Falls of the Passaic River, the 
Intermittent in the character of the onset of the disease, as 
it appeared in. the latter part of summer, approached the 
congestive form, described as occurtifsg in the southwest :— 
the edidness and prostration being so extreme, that recove- 
ry seemed difficult. Weare not aware that anycase proved 
fatal in this stage, but heard of some in which the danger 
appeared imminent. Large doses of quinine were used 
with salutary results, 

Dysentery in a mild form was not an unfrequent disease 
in May and June; but it wasin July and August that it was 
most frequent and severe. Cases of it during these months 
were very numerous, and many of them very distressing. 
With the exception of a few localities, the disease was mild, 
and though often protracted in its course, was not often fatal. 
In the town of Paterson a few malignant and fatal cases oc- 
curred, and at the Little Falls, the disease was in most cases 
of a bad type, and often proved fatal. It prevailed chiefly in 
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those localities where the intermitient and remittent 
fevers were common, and as the whole system was af- 
fected more or less, we considered it but a form of remittent 
fever. The biliary and digestive organs were implicated 
with the large intestines in the disease. But the discharges 
from the bowels appeared to eliminate the poison from the 
system, so that the fever was sooner cut short than in com- 
mon remittent fever ; and it ceased often, a long time before 
the local affection of the bowels was removed. There was 
often irritating matter in the bowels, consisting of the undi- 
gested remains of food that had been taken into the stomach 
after it had become incapacitated perfectly to perform its 
functions. This, no doubt, often acted as an existing cause 
of the disease, and sometimes determined fever in this par- 
ticular form ; but this could not always be the reason why 
the fever appeared in the form of dysentery: for many sub- 
jects of the disease were those who had been very careful in 
diet, and in keeping the bowels in a good state. Excess of 
caution, in avoiding all articles of an aperient nature, and 
thereby producing costiveness, no doubt was a frequent ex- 
isting cause of the disease, during the past summer. In the 
treatment, the indications, were to clear the bowels by a gen- 
tle purgative, to restore the biliary secretio by calomel, and 
to soothe the irritation and spasm of the intestine and sym- 
pathizing parts, by opium. The first two indications were 
often fulfilled at the same time by viii. or x. grs. of calomel, 
followed by a very gentle dose of castor-oil. After the bow- 
els were once cleared, calomel generally acted best in small 
doses, and after these had been given a few days and some 
bilious matter was passed, small doses of morphia alone with 
gum water and other demulcents had the best effect. Rest 
in the recumbent posture was absolutely necessary, in even 
the mildest cases: and warm poultices to the bowels had a 
good effect. In some few cases where the discharges of 
blood were very large, sugar of lead was given with advan- 
tage: but in the majority of cases astringents appeared to 
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add to the irritation, and the anodyne alone could be borne. 
Even ipecac; appeared in many cases to irritate, and was bet- 
ter omitted. 

Diarrhea was also a common disease, and \ was in some 
cases very obstinate after the secretios of the liver were in- 
creased by small doses of calomel. We found opium given 
in a carminative fluid mixture with chalk, to succeed far bet- 
ter than when given alone. 
* During the whole summer, a great many of those who did 
not suffer from cholera, dysentery, or diarrhaa, were affected 
with a tenderness and uncomfortable feeling about the sto- 
mach and bowels. This was the case, not only in the local- 
ities where cholera prevailed, but also in those where it was 


‘not known. 


Cholera Infantum was less prevalent during the last sum- 
mer, than usual. 

In some localities, the general health was better than com- 
mon, and in those where the cholera prevailed, there were 
fewer deaths during the summer, from other diseases than 
usual. In Newark, for instance, there were sixteen more 
deaths from the usual diseases in the month of July 1848, 
than in July 1849. 

Erysipelas prevailed to some extent in the spring of 1849, 
and some cases have occurred recently. It more frequently at- 
tacked the face than any other part, and was not often very 
severe. Asa local application, we have seen as much ben- 
efit from an infusion of opium with sugar of lead, as from 
any other remedy. This gives sensible relief and prevents 
blistering. We keep the part constantly covered with a 
piece of fine linen or muslin, wet with this, at a blood-warm 
temperature. 

We have known of a number of deaths from Hydro- 
cephalus, during the past year. Dr. Craig, of Plainfield, says 
that they have had a number; one of them a child, who reco- 
vered under the use of Hydrigdate of Potash. We have se- 
veral times used this remedy in frequently repeated 4 gr. 
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doses, without any effect in this disease. We have thus 
given ii. of the medicine in the course of a few days, with 
no benefit. What doses Dr. Craig used, he does not inform 
us. . 

Some cases of the small-pox were seen among us last 
spring, and a few during the summer ; it began to pre- 
vail epidemically carly in the winter, and the cases, both in 
Paterson and Newarg, have been very numerous. Most of 
the cases have been of the modified form, but not a few of 
the true disease. The latter, occurred chiefly in those 
who had removed to town from the country, where vacci- 
nation is far more neglected than in the town. The charac- 
ter of the disease, both in the true and modified forms was 
generally mild, many cases requiring little or no treatment. 
We thought we saw good effects, in preventing pitting, by 
keeping the patient in the dark. 

The most troublesome part of the disease was usually the 
affection of the throat. We thought warm poultices to the 
outside gave most relief. 

Almost all of those who were re-vaccinated took the kine 
pox to a greater or less degree. The period in which the 
small pox appeared most certain to affect others was in the 
latter stages of its course, after desquamation had com- 
menced. We observed that one, casually exposed to it in 
this stage was more apt to sicken ten or fourteen days after, 
than one who was exposed at an earlier period. 

Next to small pox, the diseases that have been most pre- 
valent during the past winter and the present spring, have 
been inflammatory affections of the lungs, chiefly of a bron- 
chial kind. Many of these required but little depletion, and 
in their later stages bore tonics. Dr. Brown, of Newark, 
says that during February, “Inflammation of the tonsils and 
bronchia have prevailed, and have in some cases simulated 
pneumonia and phthisis, so much as to render the diagnosis 
difficult without the aid of the physical signs. An apthous 
state of the mouth, and low typhoid fever have sometimes 
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attended the cases and called for support to the sinking sys- 
tem.’’ In children we have seen these bronchial affections 
precede affections of the brain, some of the little patients dy- 
ing with all the symptoms of hydrocephalus. 

Hooping cough has also prevailed epidemically for seve- 
ral months past, and in a number of cases induced fatal con- 
vulsions. Ipecac: and Belladon: have proved good remedies. 
We have tried the cochineal in a number of cases, without 
any alkali, and found it effectual. In the latter stage we 
have found small doses of Griffith’s mixture to have a happy 
effect. 

Several interesting Obstetric cases have occurred during 
the year. 

° . * ° o > > . > 

We learn that three case of ruptured uterus occurred in 
the month of March.—one in Morris county, of which we 
have not been unable to obtainany particulars ; two in New- 
ark, of which Dr. Coles informs us as follows: “ During the 
past month two cases of rupture of the uterus occurred in 
this city, and singularly enough, within three or four days of 
each other. The first happened in the practice of Dr. Akers, 
the second in my own. I wascalled early in the afternoon to 
a woman in labour with, I think, her fourth child. I found 
the os uteri pretty well dilated, but the head higher up than 
usual, so as to require an effort to reach it with my finger. 
In the attempt, the membranes being very tender, were rup- 
tured. The pains were quite regular, and tolerably vigorous 
up to midnight, when finding the head still little inclined to 
descend, and nothing, I thought to contraindicate it, I con- 
cluded to give ergot. I gave in all, I suppose, from half a 
drachm to a drachm, divided into three doses, and adminis- 
tered at intervals until its specific effects were obtained. 
The pains became more powerful and frequent, but were 
not remarkably intense. At three or four o’clock A. M. the 
head had come down, and was lodged in the cavity of the 
pelvis. The pains of labour about this time seemed to go 
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off in a great measure—there was sickening at the stomach, 


and vomiting, and complaint was made of a severe griping 
sensation in the epigastric region, or the upper part of the 
abdomen. The abdomen generally was quite tense under 
pressure. I suspected rupture, but as the pulse was scarcely 
any, if at all affected, and there being no recession of the 
child’s head, and no hemorrhage, I still hoped I might be 
mistaken. I was met in consultation by Dr. Pennington, 
and he being like myself, not quite positive that there was 
rupture, we waited sometime longer; but finding there were 
no‘pains, and no advance of the head, we came to the con- 
clusion to deliver artificially. In attempting to use the for- 
ceps the head was pushed up, when there took place a con- 
siderable discharge of blood from the vagina; and the head 
now receded so easily as to render it impossible to apply the 
instrument. The nature of the case was now no longer 
doubtful. The limbs of the child, as the head receded, 
passed through the rent in the uterus, and could be distinctly 
felt through the parietes of the abdomen. Failing with the 
forceps, the hand was introduced and the feet seized and 
brought down without material difficulty. But the delivery 
of the head required the use of the crotchet, it being large 
and the bones firm. The patient was very faint and feeble 
after the delivery, so as to make a free use of stimulants 
necessary. Anodynes were given, and effervescent draughts 
to allay vomiting, which still continued. The abdomen 
was greatly distended and quite tender. She died on the 
third day. A post-mortem examination was not allowed. 
Dr. Akers’ case, I understand was very similar to mine; 
the woman died about the third day. In this case, how- 
ever, no ergot was given, and the labor was neither se- 
vere nor tedious. 
* * . * . . * * * 

There have occurred during the past year, in Paterson 

and vicinity a considerable number of cases of puerperal 


convulsions. The most of them last spring, and in the early 
35 
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part of the summer. We think the number of cases greater 
than the whole number that had occurred in this vicinity 
for six or eight years before. In some of these the convul- 
sions appeared before, and in some soon after delivery. In 
some of the cases the labor was severe, and in others quite 
aseasy as usual. The majority of the cases were first labors 
and most of the patients rather young. In some of the pa- 
tients there were premonitory symptoms, such as pain 
in the head, great irritability, &c. In others, the convulsions 
suddenly appeared when entirely unexpected. Most of 
the patients recovered afier one free bleeding, purgative 
doses of calomel followed by castor oil, spirits turpentine, 
and the steady use of cold to the head. A number of cases 
of puerperal mania have also occurred in Paterson and have 
proved fatal. 

Dysentery, unless of the mildest kind, was more often fa- 
tal, than otherwise, when it appeared soon after parturition. 

A case of retention of urine of some interest occurred to 
Dr. John Magee, of Paterson. There appeared to be per- 
manent stricture, and also spasms. The pain and distress of 
the patient was very great. After several persevering and 
careful, but ineffectual efforts to introduce the catheter, large 
and repeated doses of morphia were given, and after some 
hours the patient was enabled to pass water. The ano- 
dynes, and with them warm fomentations were continued, 
and thereby the difficulty removed. 

Dr. Coles, of Newark, has communicated to us the follow- 
ing case of Traumatic Aneurism. 

Michael Mellon, a fireman of this city, received a stab in 
the right ear, probably with a knife, making a wound about 
three-quarters of an inch wide. It passed in behind the ramus 
of the lower jaw, close to the articulation, and so through 
into the back part of the mouth, transfixing the tonsil. 
The facial nerve, (the portio dura of the seventh pair,) was 
partially wounded where it passed through the parotid gland, 
thus giving rise to considerable distortion of that side of the 
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face. The hemorrhage was considerable at first but soon 
ceased, returning however, at intervals during the first two 
or three days, both from the ear and the throat. At the end 
of a week or thereabouts, the attending physicians, Drs, Akers 
and Smith, of this city, discovered a pulsating tumour just 
in advance of the ear, in the situation of the parotid gland, 
which they decided to be aneurism, consequent upon a 
wound of an artery, most likely either of the internal or ex- 
ternal carotid. There was a consultation of physicians, my- 
self of the number, and it was agreed to attempt the cure by 
continued pressure over the common carotid. The tumour 
was quite large and strongly pulsating. Some part of the 
swelling, it was supposed, was owing to concomitant inflam- 
mation of the wounded parotid, as there was ptyalism 
and an odour of the breath, like that devominated mercurial. 
In addition to compression of the artery, ice and evapo- 
rating lotions were applied to the tumour. They were per- 
severingly used and carried to as great an extent as was 
deemed prudent: also the internal use of sugar of lead in 
combination or alternation with digitalis. At the end of 
seven or eight days after commencing the use of these 
means, all pulsation ceased in the tumour for the space of 
twelve hours or more, which inspired a hope that they 
would prove successful; but the pulsation returning, and 
the tumour proceeding to enlarge, and to show signs of 
pointing, its walls seeming to grow thinner, it was cousider- 
ed unsafe to defer an operation longer. Accordingly, on 
the 11th of May 1849, and something less than three weeks 
from the appearance of the aneurism, and four weeks from 
the infliction of the injury, I performed the operation of ty- 
ing the common carotid,—most of the Physicians in the city 
being present. The pulsation in the tumour immediately 
ceased, but there was a slight return some few hours after- 
wards, when the recurrent circulation became established, 
but soon disappeared again totally and finally. The tumour 
next day began evidently to decline, and the geueral condi- 
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tion of the patient was comfortable. The favourable symp- 
toms continued until the third or fourth day, when there 
suddenly supervened a convulsive action of the muscles of 
the opposite side, particularly those of the arm, which was 
soon ascertained to be paralytic. A loss of sensibility was 
found likewise to have taken place over one half of the 
trunk, but did not extend to the leg, which retained partial- 
ly, both the power of sensation and motion. Notwithstand- 
ing these portentous symptoms, which are so generally the 
forerunners of a fatal termination, he happily survived, and 
is now, eleven months after the operation, in the enjoyment 
of good health, although the side that was paralytic is not 
altogether as strong as before. One peculiarity, which I 
omitted to notice, was a remarkable slowness of the pulse, 
both before and after the operation. As this occurred at the 
time we were using the digitalis, it was at first ascribed to 
that, but inasmuch as it persisted after the discontinuance of 
that drug, and was disproportioned to what might be expect- 
ed from the quantity given, we were subsequently disposed 
to attribute it to some other cause operating on the great 
nervous centres. Before the operation, the pulse was much 
of the time not over fifty-five or sixty, and after the opera- 
tion it sunk down to forty beats, and even lower. Some of 
the patients friends think that his mind is less vigorous than 
it was prior to the injury. 


REPORT FROM THE MIDDLE DISTRICT. 
BY J. J. DUNN, M. D. 
As reporter from the middle district, I give you an outline 
of the diseases that have prevailed most extensively during 


the past year 

The cholera made its appearance during the summer, and 
presented the usual symptoms. There were not many 
deaths in our district, (from twenty to thirty as far as I have 
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been able to ascertain.) The proportion of deaths to those 
attacked, was nearly ove to three. Where medical aid was 
called, before collapse had taken place, the disease was 
mostly manageable:—recovery from real collapse was not at 
all frequent. The treatment pursued by the different prac- 
titioners was always with a view to exciting the surface, 
relieving spasms, checking the free discharges from the bow- 
els, and exciting the liver. Mustard, frictions, artificial 
warmth, opium, camphor, chloroform, catechu, sugar of 
lead, and calomel were resorted to. 

There was some dysentery following the cholera in the 
fall. It was not of a malignant character, and offered no- 
thing unusual in symptoms or treatment. 

Fevers of all types, have been less frequent in our district, 
during the past year, than ordinary. The low form that 
has so often visited Princeton, has been scarcely known. 

Neuralgic complaints and rheumatism have prevailed to 
some extent, but not to any remarkable degree. Your re 
porter has no extraordinary cases to notice. As it was at the 
period of the first appearance of cholera—all diseased action 
seemed in a measure, directed to the alimentary canal, and 
suspended for a season, other derangements of the body. 

Amongst the remedies recently introduced to the profes- 
sion, Cod Liver Oil takes a prominent place. Its great value 
in some forms of disease, is now understood. Almost every 
practitioner who has had opportunities to witness its effects, 


speaks of remarkable cures. This fact being so certainly 
established, the profession is now engaged in accounting for 
its mode of operation by the aid chemistry gives as to its 
composition, and the character of the diseases it is active in 
removing. 

On the advantage of chloroform, little has been said dur- 
ing the past year in our district, except as a remedy in cho- 


lera. Surgical operations of a painful nature have been per- 
formed without resorting to it.. In view of the disa- 
greeable results that have followed its exhibition in some 
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cases, patients generally would rather bear pain, than run 
the risk of some nervous disaster. Our dentists have al- 
most eutirely abandoned it in their operations. 


SUMMARY OF REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE. 


The standing committee in presenting their report, are glad 
to have the opportunity of laying before the society, the able 
reports from the different districts. The diseases that have 
been prevalent during the year, are well described, and the 
most satisfactory modes of treatment have beeu made known, 
Cases of interest have been recorded, and all subjects of 


. practical importance have, as far as possible, been brought 
before the society. 
As a committee to advance the interest of medical science, 
f we would suggest the propriety of the state society consider- 


ing the practical observations of the various members scat- 
tered over the State, as the data for deeper research than the 
engagements of the reporters have enabled them to attempt. 
We would regard it a step towards important ends, if on the 
different prominent diseases that are so often described, 
committees were appointed to investigate, and make known 
the results of their labors. Pathological anatomy, and vital 
chemistry at this time, are so much relied upon for the expla- 
nation of disease, that any course which does not enlist their 
aid, seems behind the knowledge of the day, and unworthy of 
the profession. We have amongst us competent men, who 
would willingly engage in such research under sanction of 
the society. They would hand in their results at regular 
times, and these, in many instances, would be a valuable ac- 
quisition to medical men. For accurate observation, no 
practitioner enjoys better opportunities than a country phy- 
sician. With nothing to divert his mind from his case, as he 
rides from one patient to another, he gives it a degree of 
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thought that would be impossible in the bustle of a town 
Alone in his observations, seldom overruled by another of 
more age and celebrity in his profession, he observes with 
an accuracy almost instinctive. He sees things as they ex- 
ist, and from the facts reported by these men, accumulating 
from year to year, the most important theories could be es- 
tablished or disproved. 

In another view, such a course would be profitable ; it 
would show to the community that as a body, we are eu- 
gaged in the advancement of medical science ; not practicing 


merely for pecuniary compensation, It would remove us 


from the injurious contrast with the various pretenders to 
medicine, and make plain the wisdom of Legislative protec- 
tion. ‘To recount symptoms, aud administer remedies, sci 

entifically, is, to the well-informed medical man, a pleasing 
illustration of the learning and skill of the practitioner ; but 
the same, to the uninformed, is no more than he witnesses 
from illiterate doctors, and as far as he knows, with equal 
reason and effect. Something more must be done, we re- 
spectfully submit, to raise our profession above the rivalry 
of every set of charlatans who make incursions into our 
state ; something, to which legislators can refer as our work, 
with an understanding of its real value. There are diseases 
in which all are deeply interested, some on which the com- 
munity is fearfully agitated. If it were known that on these 
subjects our most competent professional men were engaged 
under direction of the society, and that they were required 
to make reports from time to time, to such alone would the 
public look for information and advice. Had such a course 
been pursued for years past, the New Jersey Medical Soci- 
ety could point to an accumulated mass of medical research 
of inestimable value. 

The great characteristics of medical treatment, as now 
pursued by the most enlightened physicians, are a close 
scrutiny into the organic functions, and vital chemistry, 
a due consideration of the unaided restorative powers of 
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the system, and less reliance upon the free use of remedies ; 
—less medicine is given, and more thought bestowed upon 
the influences that cause diseased action, and prevent a res- 
toration to health. Accurate researches have been made 
into the animal organism, and the laws that control their 
functions—medication, as a consequence, is becoming less 
experimental, and a treatment for diseased action is now 
adopted, that has some reference to the nature of the ele- 
ments that are to be supplied, the affinities that are to be 
broken up, and precise function to be controlled. It is this, 
in reality, that makes medicine a science, and removes 
from it the odium of quackery. Your committee feel the im- 
portance of this change in medical practice becoming gene- 
ral, and think that every educated physician should apply the 
science and reason which he is supposed to possess, in further- 
ance of this object. We would also recommend every physi- 
cian to be, as far as his ability will serve, a medical teacher. 
One reason why quacks gain a place amongst us is, the neglect 
on the part of regular physicians, of making plain, as far as 
may be, the reasons which guide them in their practice. With 
truthand nature on his side, the physician can certainly, if fit 
for his profession, oppose successfully falsehood and nonsense. 
He can, dropping the solemn air, and oracular words of the 
wig and cane, make himself an agreeable instructor as far as 
the education and capability of his patient will comprehend 
his teaching. He can certainly foil his adversary, except in 
those doctor loving and troublesome idiocyncracies, in which 
disease is cultivated as an accomplishment, and supernatu- 
ral twaddle is required of the medical attendant. We would 
recommend the greatest openness of communication. Medi- 
cine is no longer a mystery, books are at hand, all can 
read, and many expect from the physician more than the 
service of the mere apothecary. 
Our county societies have valuable addresses delivered be- 
fore them on general medical subjects, though no society that 
we are aware of, has instituted any kind of research on any 
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proposed subject, and required the results to be made 
known. The Mercer county society requires every mem- 
ber to come always prepared with a written article on some- 
thing relating to his profession, so that if called upon, there 
shall be no failure on the part of any individual. They meet 
quarterly. A number of papers have been read, some of 
them important—one by Dr. Paul at their last meeting, on 
the inorganic constituents of the food of children as connect- 
ed with the decay of the teeth, and the physical constitution 
of the women of America, was a carefully considered, well 
arranged, and most valuable paper. The object of the au- 
thor of this essay, which is in the form of an address to pa- 
rents, (with a view to publication) is to examine into the 
causes of so great a calamity; which in his opinion, is 
mainly attributable to the deficiency of the earthy constitu- 
ents in the food of children, particularly in the article of 
lime. In elucidation of this subject, he enters into the struc- 
ture and conformation of the teeth, the blood, and the 
food. He shows that these constituents are held in the milk 
of the mother—the true food of infants. But during child- 
hood, much of the inorganic constituents contained in wheat 
is taken away in separating the bran, and reducing it into 
superfine flour, while there is scarcely a trace of lime in corn, 
even if not deprived of its bran when rendered into meal ; 
and these two articles, in various forms, constituting a 
great proportion of the food of children, they are deprived 
of much of their earthy constituents at a period when mostly, 
and absolutely required. The whole is interspersed with 
observations, and chemical analyses of the different struc- 
tures, fluids, and other combinations touched upon. 

Essays such as this, requiring science, practical observa- 
tion, and labor, are productive of the greatest benefits. The 
information imparted, is so much added to our stock of 
knowledge, and it excites a spirit of emulation in the pro- 
fession, which is the great end of our society organizations. 


Your committee will not attempt to swell these reports to 
36 
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an undue extent, by referring to any diseases of the past 
year—remedies, or improvements in practice. The district 
reporters have given them a notice as extended as the 
limited time of the society will allow. 

With regard to irregular practitioners, the usual complaint 
must be made. There are, in every county, as far as we 
can learn, men practicing medicine, who are not entitled to 
an examination, and others having the requisite qualifica- 
tion who refuse to come before the examiners, 

We have heard of no violations of the medical law in any 
of the county organizations, nor of any new matter to which 
the attention of the standing committee has been particular- 
ly directed. 

James B. CoLeman, 
Chairman of Standing Committee. 


REPORT ON PRELIMINARY EDUCATION. 


Read before the District Medical Society of Gloucester 
County. By Josern Firntan, M. D. Chairman of 
Committee on that subject. 

The committee appointed at the last semi-annual meeting 
of the Gloucester County District Medical Society, to take 
into consideration the subject of the preliminary education 
of candidates for the medical profession— 

Report, That after due deliberation they believe the time 
has come, when a higher standard should be required of the 
candidates for the medical degree, than has been the custom 
heretofore to demand, or than perhaps the circumstances of 
the country in times past would warrant. 

It has been but a few years, since medical schools were 
first instituted in this country, to teach medicine by public 
lectures; previous to that time, the medical student had to 
obtain all his medical information in the office of his precep- 
tor, and a comparatively low standard, both of classical and 
medical knowledge was at that time to be obtained; the 
exceptions to this state of things were few ; young gentlemen 
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of fortune, those who were able to bear the expenses neces- 
sary to a more thorough acquaintance with medical science 
and literature, went abroad for that purpose, and visited the 
celebrated schools of Europe—and upon their return, were 
looked upon with great respect for their high attainments, 
and more elevated position. This was the case, till the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania was organized into a medical school; 
and persons are now living, who can remember when Mor- 
gan and Kuhn—Shippen and Rush, the first professors of 
that institution were appointed to those offices. Since that 
day, the science of medicine has made rapid strides in its ad- 
vancement towards perfection:—now, we are enabled to 
give the candidates for the degree of doctor of medicine, as 
good an opportunity for acquiring medical knowledge as he 
could have abroad. 

With the advance of the means and facilities for know- 
ledge in medicine, has general education also been advanced 
and perfected? Then, high schools and academies, where all 
the branches of a liberal education were taught, were few 
and far between, and colleges and universities were still 
fewer in proportion : of course the difficulties in the way of 
the medical student for obtaining a good and thorough pre- 
liminary education, were much greater than at present.— 
Now, the country is studded with its high schools and aca- 
demies, where the higher branches of a good English edu- 
cation may be obtained, with a respectable knowledge of 
mathematics, natural history, natural, mental, and moral phi- 
losophy, and the classics. Then, the times of ignorance were 
winked at—now, we are called upon to repent. There is, 
therefore, at present no excuse if the candidate is not well- 
informed upon all these subjects, and he should be required, 
before he is permitted to enter the office of a preceptor to 
study the science of medicine, to give suitable testimonials 
that such is the case. 

The science of medicine may be said to be the science of 
all nature, there is no limit to its demand upon every other 
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branch of learning, for the proper elucidation of its principles, 
and their scientific application to the art of curing disease. 
The physician has not to do with mere dead, inert matter, 
but life, vitality—that something which is superadded to mat- 
ter; he has constantly to study life in all its various phases, 
from the plant which vegetates, grows, lives,—to man, the 
highest specimen of living, animated nature. 

It may then be gravely asked, who is suflicient for these 
things? Certainly not the ignorant, the uneducated ; but he 
(everything else being equal,) who has the most extensive 
knowledge of nature’s laws and nature’s operations; or in 
the language of modern philosophy, of objective and subjec- 
tive science. 

There are other reasons, why the student of medicine 
should be a well educated man, in other branches, and upon 
other subjects than his profession alone. The more general 
diffusion of learning among all classes requires, that if the 
physician would sustain himself in the rank of learning and 
respectability, which he has heretofore enjoyed, he must 
keep pace with the discoveries in science, and general litera- 
ture abroad; or the prestige of doctor, teacher, learned, 
which has been associated with the name, will no longer at- 
tach to him or his profession. 

There is, therefore, a reason why the preliminary studies 
of the candidate should be thorough, if he would sustain the 
respectable rank of a learned man in his profession, 

He will have too, to meet the army of quacks and pre- 
tenders who prey upon the credulous public, and be able to 
expose their sophistry and cunning, both by his learning 
and skill: formerly, quacks and mountebanks were confined 
to the rude and ignorant; now, men of education and stand- 
ing enter the lists, that they may prey upon the community, 
more successfully, depreciating and misrepresenting the re- 
gular practitioner, and by all manner of devices, openly and 
covertly, seek to advance their own schemes for cheating 
the public at his expense. Thence has arisen such an army 
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of pretenders to the healing art, under the names of Thomp- 
sonianism, Hema@opathy, Hydropathy, Analytic medicine, et 
id omne genus, and the sophistry, learning, skill and cunning, 
which they bring to their aid is worthy of a better cause. 
Another reason, why we should check the propensity to 
enter the profession unprepared, by a thorough preliminary 
education, is the large number who enter its ranks from 
every quarter, till the supply has more than kept pace with 
the demand. Medical colleges have increased to such an 
extent, that figuratively speaking, one has become a thou- 
sand, and the whole country is flooded with doctors. Nota 
city, village, or neighborhood is to be found, that is not over- 
stocked by the profession. The estimate made by the com- 
mittee of the American Medical Association, in their report 
upon medical education is, that to relieve the diseases of 
something more than twenty millions of people, we have an 
army of doctors amounting by a recent computation to forty 
thousand, which allows one to every five hundred inhabi- 
tants, and if we add to this number the long list of irregular 
practitioners, who swarm like locusts in every part of the 
country, the proportion of patients will be still more reduced. 
* No wonder then, (they say) that the profession of medi- 
cine, has ceased to occupy the elevated position, that once it 
did, no wonder that the merest pittance, in the way of re- 
muneration, is scantily doled out to the most industrious of 
our ranks.’”? Again, “ the position can scarcely be contro- 
verted, that a proper inquiry into the fitness of young men, 
to become students of medicine, is but seldom instituted, and 
numbers have been admitted into the office of their precep- 
tors who were deficient, even in the most common branches 
of an English education. Too long has it been imagined, and 
too often has it been asserted, that the veriest dolts possessed 
intellect for the study of medicine. To such, the idea never 
could have occurred, that within its broad and expanded 
limits, may profitably be included a knowledge of almost 
every science ; nay more, may we not truly say, thata high 
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and exalted position can never be attained, unless the mind 
be well stored with an amount of collateral information, 
which will be found to bear upon our professional studies at 
every step.” 

The fact is, that in times past, there has been no standard 
to which the candidate has been required to conform: this 
has been left to himself, or to the physician into whose office 
he might wish to enter. The consequence has been, that many 
have not only been received, but we fear encouraged, to en- 
ter upon the study of medicine, who appeared to possess no 
other qualification or recommendation, but that they wished 
to be a doctor, or that they happened to have the means to 
pay the expenses of their medical education; while these 
are a necessary part of the qualifications of a candidate, they 
certainly are not all that should be required of him. 

For these, with other reasons of a practical nature, we 
come to the conclusion, that there should be a standard,—a 
rule to which all should be required to conform, who would 
enter upon the study of medicine. It was to accomplish this 
purpose among others, that the American Medical Associa- 
tion was called into existence. The times demanded it; one 
of the first things the Association did at their first meet- 
ing in 1846, was, to appoint a committee upon this sub- 
ject, to report in 1847. This report is before the country, 
and a response has been made, favorable to the subject, 
wherever an opportunity has occurred. 

The New Jersey State Medical Society, in May last, the 
New York State Medical Society, in February, and the 
Pennsylvania State Medical Society, at their meeting a few 
days since, in the city of Philadelphia, have urged the mat- 
ter to the favorable consideration of the profession. The ball 
has been set rolling, and it will not be arrested till the mat- 
ter shall be accomplished. 

What then, we would inquire, should be the rule ? 

What amount of preparatory education, shall the profes- 
sion demand of the candidate? While we would not de- 
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mand, that the standard should be placed too high, we would 
have a rule, sufficiently modified, to which all should con- 
form, and below which, none should be received. Let this 
rule be zero. If the student can rise in the scale to the high- 
est degree of knowledge, so much the better. While we are 
not prepared at present, to demand that the candidate should 
be a graduate of a college or university, in every case, or 
thoroughly read in the literature of the age ; however desir- 
able this may be, we make it obligatory, that he should have 
what is termed, a liberal education,—or, in other words, that 
he should have made himself acquainted with the scientific 
and classical Jiterature, ordinarily taught in our high schools 
and academies. This would not exclude any one of ordina- 
ry fair talents, nor increase the expenses to such an extent, 
as to prevent those of industrious habits, and moderate 
means, from entering the profession, and would at the same 
time, guard it from the ignorance, that has too often been 
graduated into its ranks. In fact, “they must honor their 
profession, or the profession will not honor them.”’ 

The regulations of our Medical Universities, scarcely take 
cognizance of the amount of preparatory education of the 
graduate. Harvard University requires the most of its can- 
didates for the medical degree: in addition to the ordinary 
branches, he must be able to read Cicero in the original. 

The University of Pennsylvania requires, that the candi- 
dates shall write a thesis upon some medical subject, that the 
essay shall be in his own hand writing, and that general bad 
spelling in a thesis, or general inattention to the rules of 
grammar, will preclude a candidate. This is certainly a 
standard low enough, for the most radical, and still we fear, 
that if some of the candidates were rigidly examined, even 
upon these qualifications, they would be found wanting. 

H. L. Heiskill, acting surgeon of the U. States Army, says, 
in a communication to the committee of the American Med- 
ical Association on medical education, “that one of the 
most striking causes of failure on the part of candidates, (for 
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the army service,) is the insufficiency of preparatory educa- 
tion ;’? and may we not say, that the same reason operates 
to a still greater extent, to deteriorate and lower the standard 
of respectability of the profession at large? 

The European Universities require a much higher stan- 
dard of the candidate, than we have even thought of. Who- 
ever will read the report above referred to, on this subject, 
will perceive, the thorough knowledge he must possess of 
language, science and literature, before he can be admitted 
into the profession. 

Their theses must be written, and defended in the Latin 
language, and they require, that the student shall write off 
an essay upon some subject selected on the spot, in a room 
shut up by himself, without books or other assistance, and 
in a foreign tongue, and defend it in the same language; and 
their examinations are extended to days and weeks. 

It may not be inappropriate here, to refer to the custom of 
many of our respectable religious denominations, with re- 
spect to the education of their candidates in theology. 

In addition to their profession of a divine call to the min- 
istry, and before they can receive a license, to exercise their 
office, they must have graduated in some respectable college 
or university, or receive the same amount of learning from 
some other source. That they may satisfy themselves upon 
this point, in addition to their examination on theological li- 
terature, they are from time to time, thoroughly examined, 
upon their scientific and classic attainments,—the consequence 
is, that they are a thoroughly educated profession, and there- 
by, enabled to wield a much more extensive influence. 

But to return to the question—what shall be the standard 
of preliminary education required of the medical candidate ? 
That he should be liberally educated, or in other words pos- 
sess himself of the elements at least, of those branches, 
which enter into such an education, as before explained, 
there can be no doubt. This is requisite for two reasons— 
first, it is only in this way, he can get the habit of study ne- 
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cessary to the student of medicine, or in other words “learn 
to learn’’—second, the information thus obtained, is neces- 
sary in the further prosecution of this seience, and to enable 
him to comprehend the subject. 

The knowlege of the Latin and Greek languages is high- 
ly important for many reasons; one only will we here name, 
and that is, that the candidate may be enabled to understand 
the terms of his profession, and decipher the directions of a 
prescription ; this may be all that is absolutely requisite ; less 
than this cannot be dispensed with. “A ‘kuewledge of the 
mathematics, it is unnecessary tovsay, is stil! more important, 
and cannot be neglected. They are necessary even to the 
common and every day business of life; how much more to 
the professional man, as a means of disciplining the mind to 
close study and exact thought. 

Natural history, including zoology ‘and botany, enter into 


the whole course of the study of the megjoal . With- 


out the knowledge to some extent of 


dica, and if he shall be ignorant of zoology, how shall he 
study comparative anatomy, so necessary to comprehend 
the proper functions and structure of the human system.— 
“The physician, (says Prof. Ware,) is a student aud interpre- 
ter of nature, and of every thing relating to life; whether in 
health or disease, he must study it as a whole, to compre- 
heud its parts; and he should study natural history as a part 
of the great science of jiving things.”’ 

Natural philosophy is also a branch of study which should 
engage his attention. How cay he explain the laws of ani- 
mal motions if he does not understand those of mechanical 
motions, or how meet the demands of a dislocation or 
fracture for peculiar treatment, without the principles of 
physics? Again, the laws of the pressure of the atmosphere 
in respiration, and of hydrostatics, in the circulation of the 
fluids, are indispensable. In facet the principles of this sei- 
ence are demanded at every step lu our profession. 
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The knowledge of mental philosophy is necessary to com- 
prehend the science of mind, he should have a thorough ac- 
quaintance with its faculties and healthy operations, that he 
may more successfully study it when diseased, and thus be 
enabled to overcome its terrible maladies. 

Reasons equally urgent demand that he should be familiar 
with the principles of moral philosophy. 

“The student of medicine, (says the author above referred 
to,) should also acquaint himself to some extent, with gene- 
ral literature and polite learning. A mere knowledge of 
medical science, or of any science, will not make him an ac- 
complished man; if he would command the respect of men 
generally, or even of his own profession, he must show that 
he is able to rise above the mere routine of his profession.— 
Nothing tends more to liberalize, refine, and embellish the 
mind than habitual recourse to the treasures of English 
literature, the richest inheritance after the spirit of free in- 
stitutions, that we have received from our ancestors.”’ 

We might enlarge upon this subject, but enough we think 
has been hinted at, to urge upon us the necessity of unit- 
ing with the profession generally, in bringing about reform, 
and so promote as far as in us lies, the efforts to elevate the 
standard of medical education, and at the same time, to ad- 
vance the respectability of medical men every where. 

Josern Firnian. 
Chairman of Committee. 


Resolved, That it is expedient to adopt a uniform system 
of preliminary education, for candidates for the study of me- 
dicine, in the State of New Jersey. 

Resolved, That the following amendments be made to the 
by-laws, in chapter seventh, section fifth, sub-section second, 
sixth line, after the word “ years,” and previous to entering 
on his medical studies he did file with his medical preceptor 
a diploma from some college, or a certificate from some re- 
spectable High-school or Academy, (a copy of which shall 
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be presented to the board of censors, at the time of his exa- 
mination,) that he has a respectable knowledge of at least the 
following branches of science, viz: mathematics, natural 
history, including zoology and botany, natural, mental, and 
moral philosophy, the classics and beiles-letters. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHARTER AND BY-LAWS. 
BY 8. H. PENNINGTON, M. D. CHAIRMAN, 


The Committee appointed at the last annual meeting of 
the medical society of New Jersey, to revise the charter and 
By-Laws of the society, respectfully report, 

That, though entertaining doubts, in common with other 
members of the society, of the expediency of applying to the 
legislature of the State for any alterations of its medical 
laws, yet, considering the resolution under which they were 
appointed, as indicating a readiness on the part of the soci- 
ety to make such application, they have felt it their duty to 
suggest some changes in the charter, which experience has, in 
their opinion, proved to be desirable, and such amendments 
of the By-Laws as will make them conform to the proposed 
changes in the charter. 

The committee have not deemed it necessary to prepare, 
in form, an amended charter, supposing that, if on mature 
consideration it is thought desirable to prosecute the subject 
before the legislature, it would be the wish of the society 
that some person familiar with legal forms and requirements 
should be consulted for that purpose. They have thought, 
therefore, that they would be discharging their duty by sim- 
ply pointing out the changes they have to propose, and re- 
commending that, if the society concur in their suggestions 
and resolve to adopt them, a committee be charged with the 
preparation of a proper bill, and invested with authority to 
employ such legal aid as they may deem necessary. 
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Section |, page 4 of the society's printed copy of the law. 
—The committee propose that the first section of the charter 
be so amended, as to provide for an annual meeting of the 
medica! society of New Jersey, at Trenton, during the sit- 
ting of the legislature, viz: on the fourth Tuesday of Janu- 
ary, and to dispense with the semi-annual meeting. 

Sec. 2, page 7.—They propose to alter the second section 
of he charter by substituting the words, “ its next annual 
meeting,’’ for the words “any anniversary meeting ;’’ to de- 
note the time when newly formed district societies shall pre- 
sent a copy of the proceedings liad at their first meetings. 

Sec. 8, page 10.—In order that the provisions of the char- 
ter may more strictly conform to the present practice of the 
society, the committee propose that the eighth section be so 
amended, as to provide for the appointment of a board of 
censors of the medical society of New Jersey, consisting of 
four members from and for each of the district medical so- 
cieties, legally organized within the state. 

Sec. 8, page 11.—To invest the society with power to 
secure a proper amount of preliminary education in candi- 
dates for license, the committee propose, in the eighth section, 
to add to the enumerated subjects of examination, the follow- 
ing, “and such branches of general science and learning, 
as the medical society of New Jersey may designate.” 

See: 9, page 12 —The more fully to carry out the object 
of the last amendment, the committee propose to amend the 
ninth section, by adding after the words “the term of four 
years”’ the following, “one of which shall have been employ- 
ed in the study of such branches of general science and 
learning, as shall have been designated by the medical so- 
ciety of New Jersey, agreeably to the -provisions of the 
eighth section of this act.’’ 

Sec. 10, pages 12 and 13.—The committee propose that 
the tenth section be repealed as unnecessary and burthen- 
some to the candidate, without affording additional security 
to the society. 
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See. 11, page 14.—The eleveuth section, to be enumerated 
as the tenth, it is proposed to amend so as to require candi- 
dates for a license, to apply to the medical society of New 
Jersey, through some one of its boards of censors, for the 
district societies, instead of directly to the state society. 

Sec. 12, page 15.—The twelfth section, to be enumerated 
as the eleventh, the committee propose to amend by striking 
out the penal clause against regularly educated physicians, 
practising without license; but inasmuch as it can be deemed 
no hardship to withdraw the protection of the law from 
those who refuse to comply with its requirements, they pro- 
pose to retain the disqualification in regard to the collection 
of bills for medical services. 

Sec. 13, page 16.—The thirteenth section, to be enumerat- 
ed as the twelfth, it is proposed to ameud, by substituting 
the disqualification named in the preceding section, in the 
place of the penal clause. 

New Section.—The committee propose to introduce here 
a new section, to be called the thirteenth, providing on ap- 
plication of a district society, and satisfactory evidence for 
the revocation of license by the medical society of New 
Jersey, from persons who have obtained it fraudulently, or 
who have dishonored themselves by disgraceful conduct, or 
by gross mal-practice. 

Sec. 14, page 17.—The fourteenth section, the committee 
propose to amend, so that all persons, who shall commence 
practice or surgery, within this state without license from 
this society, and without a diploma from some medical col- 
lege or university, recognized by the medical society of New 
Jersey, as well as allirregularly bred pretenders to the heal- 
ing art, as defined in this section, beside being subjected to 
the disqualification specified in the twelfth section, shall for- 
feit and pay the penalty therein declared against unlicensed 
practitioners. It is further proposed to amend this section, 
by making it the duty of the overseer of the poor, when re- 
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quested so to do by the district medical society of the coun- 
ty, or by any citizen of the township, to prosecute the of- 


ender. 


4n .Tbstract of the Proposed Amendments of By-Laws. 


CHAPTER I. 


Section 2. Change time and place of annual meeting to 
“fourth Tuesday in January, at Trenton,’’ omit the pro- 
vision for a semi-annual meeting, and make the quorum to 
consist of delegates from four district societies, instead of fwo. 

Sec. 4. Omit orders of business, for semi-annual meet- 
ings, introduce an order for the appointment of a commit- 
tee to nominate officers, and one for an essay on some me- 
dical or philosophical subject. 

Sec. 5. Repeal. 

Sec. 6. Provides for special meetings, and makes the 
quorum the same as at annual meetings. 


CHAPTER II. 


Sec. 4. Repeal. 

Sec. 8. Provides for a reporter from each district soci- 
ety, and requires him to report to the standing committee 
on or before the first day of January, annually. 


CHAPTER Ill. 


Sec. 3. Substitute “January” for “May.” 
Sec. 7. Repeal. 


CHAPTER Iv. 


Sec. 6. Requires nominations for the honorary degree of 
M. D., to be made by a majority of the whole number of 
Fellows, and all the Fellows present, and three fourths of the 
members to concur in the nomination. 
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Proposed Form of Diploma for the Degree of M. D., when 
conferred on examination. 


Societas Mepica, 
Respustica Neo Ca@santensis, Lecinus consrirervs, OMNIBUS HAS 
LITERAS LECTURIS, SALV'TEM. 

QvoniamM A. B. vir ornatus et moribus inculpatus; qut 
omnibus studiis ad medicine et chirurgice usum scieniiam- 
que spectantibus animum fideliter intendit, et, arte medendt 
septem annos se tentavit, opinionibus hominum faventibus, 
nobis commendatus est ut ad gradum Doctoris Medicine 
Chirurgieeque proveheretur : 

Notum Sir quod placet nobis, auctoritate hacce societata, 
collata, inquisitione ejus peritie diligentissima coram viris 
selectis et eruditis, secundum leges Neo Ceesariensis et hu- 
jusce societatis, imprimis habita, supradictum A, B. titulo 
graduque medicine et chirurgie Doctoris adornare, eique 
omnia jura, privilegia et honores ad istum gradum pertinen- 
tia, dedere et concedere. 

Cujus rei, hocce Diploma sigillo societatis nostra, Preesi- 
disque Sociorum et Scribe chirographis ratum, testimouium 
sit. 

Datum Trentonie, die ante 
Kalendas Februarii, Anno Domini millesimo Octingentesi- 
mo et Societatis, 
Preeses. 
[L. $.] Scriba. Socil. 


CHAPTER V. 


Sec.2. Erase to the semicolon, and insert a provision for a 
report from the committee on nominations, previous to the 
ballot for officers. 


Sec. 3and 4. Repeal, and make the second section em- 
brace their provisions. 

Sec. 5. To be designated the third, and the following pa- 
ragraph to be added;—* two-thirds of the Fellows present 
concurring in the nominations. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Title to be changed to “E-vratres’’; and the committee re- 
commend the adoption of the whole code agreed upon by 
the American Medical Association, with such alterations in 
chapter on consultations, as will make it embrace the regu- 
lations of the existing by-laws of this society on that sub- 
ject. 

CHAPTER VIT. 

Sec. 1. Erase all that follows the word “appointed,” on 
the forty-eighth page of printed by-laws, to the words 
“shall have power’ &c., and insert the word “who”’ before 
“shall.” 

Sec. 2. Erase from the word “diberty” to the words “to 
attend;’’ and substitute the words “this state,’ for “ his 
general district.” 

Sec. 5. Amend the second item of qualification, by in- 
serting after the words “ certificate that’’ the following ;— 
“he has acquired a good English education, a knowledge 
of Natural Philosophy, Natural History, and Botany, 
the elementary mathematical sciences including Geometry 
and @gebra, and such an acquaintance at least of both the 
Latin and Greek languages, as will enable him to appre- 
ciate the technical language of medicine, and read and write 
prescriptions, and that” 

Sec. 4. Repeal. 

Sec. 6. To be designated the fourth. Insert after the 
words “ Physic and midwifery,” the following ;—they may 
also, if they deem it expedient, eramine the applicant or 
applicants on the branches of general science and learning 
specified in the foregoing section. Amend the form of cer- 
tificate of examination, by erasing “ district,” and 
inserting “the District Medical Society, for the County 
of id 

Amend the final paragraph of this section, by inserting 
after the words “every candidate” the words following, viz: 
—“not being a graduate of some respectable Medical Col- 
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lege or University recognized by this Society,’ and after 
the words “presiding censor’? the following ;—“but if the 
candidate shall exhibit a diploma certifying to his gradu- 
ation at any such medical College or University, then he 
shall be required to pay the sum of $5.00 which shall be en- 
dorsed on the certificate as before specified.” 

Sec. 8. Erase from the word “State” to “but,”’ and sub- 
stitute the word “and” for “but.” 

CHAPTER VIII. 

Order 8th. Amend so as to make the table of fees sub- 
ject to such alterations as each district society may deem ex- 
pedient for its own locality. 

Order 11th. Erase the words “two-thirds” and “shall,” 
and insert “any part’’ and “may.” 


_—— 


MINUTES OF THE EIGHTY FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING. 


The eighty-fourth annual meeting of the society was held 
in the chapel of Rutgers College, New Brunswick, May 14, 


1850. 
In the absence of Doctor Fithian, President, Dr. Marsh 
first vice President called the Society to order. 
OFFICERS. 
ithian, President. 

. Marsh, first Vice President. 

. Phillips, second Vice President. 

. Taylor, third Vice President. 

. Dayton, Corresponding Secretary. 

ierson, Recording Secretary. 

. English, Treasurer. 

. Coleman, J. J. Dunn, and J. L. Taylor, 

Standing Committee, 

FELLOWS PRESENT. 

J. T. B. Skillman, Z. Read, G. R. Chetwood, W. McKis- 
sack, J. W. Craig, J. B. Munn, S. H. Pennington, F. R. 
Smith, J. G. Goble, A. Skillman, and R. Smith. 

$8 
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Delegates were present from the following Districts—viz : 
Passaic, Essex, Morris, Sussex, Warren, Somerset, Mon- 
mouth, Burlington, Mereer, Hunterdon, Camden, Glouces- 
ter, Salem and Cumberland. 

The certificates of delegates were read and accepted. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and 
approved. 

A communication was received from the President, re- 
questing his absence to be excused, on account of the recent 
death of his wife. His address, however, was transmitted 
to the society through doctor T. J. Saunders, and at the re- 
quest of the society, read by him. The subject, “ Hygienic 
treatment of Consumption and infantile teething, with 
remarks on bilious fevers, cholera morbus, diarrhea, &c.’’>— 
Whereupon the thanks of the Society were voted, and a 
copy requested for publication. 

The following were appointed committee on Treasurers’ 
accounts—Drs. Chetwood, Gauntt, and Elmer. 

On unfinished business—Drs. Parrish, Paul and Nichols. 

On motion, Dr. Green of United States Navy, and all 
other medical gentlemen not delegates, who were present, 
were invited to take seats. 

On motion the following was adopted—“Resolved, That 
a committee of one from each district represented, be ap- 
pointed for the purpose of nominating officers for the ensu- 
ing year. Also to report the names of suitable persons for 
censors, for the respective district societies: the members of 
said Committee to be appointed by the delegates from the 

local societies respectively. The following were appointed 
the committee. Drs. Burr, Nichols, Green, Burgess, Cook, 
Martin, Debow, Budd, Phillips, Woodruff, Saunders, Bate- 
man, Cook of Salem, and Lilly. 

A communication was received from Dr. L. A. Smith, an 
attending delegate at the American Medical Association 


then in session, stating his arrival, and the progress which 


the association had made in its proceedings. 





Be ti eee ee De 





EIGHTY FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING. 299 


The committee on the supplement respecting the benevo- 
lent fund submitted a report, stating that such supplement 
had been obtained from the Legislature—which report was 
accepted, and subsequently, on motion of committee on un- 
finished business, referred back to the former committee. 

The committee on revision of charter and by-laws, sub- 
mitted a report by their chairman, Dr. Pennington, propos- 
ing several alterations in the charter and by-laws, which 
was read, discussed, amended, and on motion it was 


Resolved, That the several principles in relation to the 
charter amendments, recommended by the committee be 
adopted and referred back to the same committee, to correct 
phraseology where necessary, and with discretionary pow- 
er to apply to the Legislature for their sanction. Drs. Craig, 
Phillips and Coleman were added to the committee. 


The following bills were ordered to be paid— 
Joseph C. Potts, for advertising application to 

Legislature, $2,25 
Samuel P. Hull, for advertising, 2,00 
Lea and Blanchard, for 14 copies Transac- 

tions of A. M. A. for 1849, 23,38 
J. S. English, travelling expenses for obtaining them, 2,29 
L. A. Smith’s travelling expenses to American 

Medica! Association. 50,00 

Newark Daily Advertiser, 28,00 

J. B. Munn’s expenses, to Trenton, 9,20 

Stille’s bill for entertainment of Society, 56,00 

On motion, Resolved, That the President be authorized 
to grant a diploma to Selah Gulick, in the place of one par- 
tially destroyed. 

On vote of the society, the degree of Doctor of Medicine 
was conferred upon the following gentleman—John Bowne, 
of Hunterdon ; Nathan W. Condict, of Morris, and J. T. B. 
Skillman, of Middlesex. 

The committee on Treasurers’ accounts, report that 
they have examined his accounts, and find in the Treasurers’ 
hands the sum of $237,31 cents, and upon their recommen- 
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dation, it was Resolved, That the usual distributions to the 
several district societies be dispensed with for this year. 

Upon the recommendation of the Fellows present, the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were elected honorary members of the 
society, viz :—Lewis C. Beck, M. D., professor of chemistry 
of Rutgers College, and John C. Torrey, M. D., professor of 
chemistry, Nassau Hall. 

The standing committee by their chairman, Dr. Coleman, 
submitted their annual report, which was accepted. 

On motion, Resolved, That iv future the Recording Secre- 
tary be instructed to publish the several notices and proceed- 
ings of the society, in the New Jersey Medical Reporter, in- 
stead of the newspaper journals. 

The following preamble and resolutions submitted by Dr. 
O. H. Taylor, were adopted. 

Whereas, it isa manifest duty that organized medical bo- 
dies should exercise a proper influence, for the protection of 
the rights of such regular members of the profession, as are 
riecessari!y detached from the great body of their brethren ; 
and whereas, many of the medical officers included in the 
military organizations of the country, are placed in this con- 
dition ; and whereas, we have heard with regret that there 
is a disposition on the part of a portion of the naval service, 
to deprive medical men connected with that department, of 
the benefits arising from an assimilated rank conferred by a 
general order of a late secretary of the Navy—therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the “ New Jersey State Medical Society,” 
regards with much pleasure, the successful efforts of naval 
boards, in raising the standard of literary and medical 
knowledge, for admission to their ranks. 

Resolved, That the society is also much pleased to learn, 
that in their system of examinations, the diplomas of the 
sehools, (which are now but too easily obtained,) are wholly 
disregarded ; and that the moral character of the candidate, 
and his scientific and professional attainments, are his only 
passports, to the medical corps of the navy. 

Resolved, That this society cannot look with indifference 
on any attempt to depress or degrade a whole class of offi- 
cers belonging to a liberal profession, and so indispensable 
in the proper organization of the navy. 

Resolved, That as a well defined “ assimilated rank” has 
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been assigned to medical officers of the Army, by an act of 
Congress, dated Feb. 11th, 1847, this society cannot believe 
that an invidions distinction will be made between the me- 
dica! departments of the public service; but that the nation- 
al legislature, will grant to surgeons and assistant surgeons, 
their just claims to a nominal rank, or to a social position 
as respectable among the other grades of the Navy, as the 
medical staff of the Army now enjoy by daw, in relation to 
their brethren of the line in that service. 

Resolved, Tivat a copy of these resolutions be forwarded 
to the secretary of the navy, through the chief of the 
medical department; and also that a copy be forwarded, to 
the chairman of the naval committee in each house of Con- 
gress. 

Dr. Saunders submitted a report of committee on prelimi- 
nary education, which was referred to the committee on “re- 
vision of charter and by-laws. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the society be presented to 
Faculty and officers of Rutgers College, for the use of their 
Hall for the meeting of the society, and that the Treasurer 
be instructed to pay the janitor for his services. 

Resolved, That the semi-annual meeting be held at Eliza- 
bethtown. 

The committee on nominations—reported the following 
for officers and censors, who were duly elected— 

President—E. J. Marsh, Paterson, 

First Vice President—J. H. Phillips, 

Second Vice President—O. H. Taylor, 

Third Vice President—W. Nichols, 

Cor. Secretary—aA. B. Duyton, Elizabethtown Point. 

Recording Secretary—W. Pierson, Orange. 

Treasurer—J. S. English, Manalapan, 

Standing Committee—Q. Gibbon, Salem, Chairman ; T. 

J. Saunders and A. E. Budd. 


CENSORS. 

Passaic—E. J. Marsh, G. Terhune, L. Burr, A. W. Rod- 
gers. 

Esser—G. R. Chetwood, A. Coles, A. N. Dougherty, and 
S. Personett. 

Morris—J. C. Elmer, T. Kitchell, H. P. Green, and R. 
W. Stevenson. 

Susser—F. Moran, J. R. Stuart, A. Linn, J. Titsworth. 
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Warren—W. P. Clark, R. Byington, P. Brakeley, and J. 
Fitch. 
Somerset—J. W. Craig, A. F. Taylor, H. Vanderveer, 
and J. R. Ludiow. 
Monmouth—R. W. Cook, A. B. Dayton, C. C. Blauvelt, 
and W. L. Debow. 
Burlingion—B. H. Stratton, Z. Read, H. H. Longstreet, 
J. Parrish, G. Haines, and A. E. Budd. 
Mercer—J. Paul, J. B. Coleman, G. R. Robbins, and J. H. 
Phillips. 
Hunterdon—S. Lilly, G. P. Rex, J. Blane, and A. S. Clark. 
Camden—J. 8S. Mulford, 0. H. Taylor, C. D. Hendry, and 
A. D. Woodruff. 
Gloucester—J. R. Sickler, J. F. Garrison, J. C. Weather- 
by, and R. M. Smallwood. 
Salem—C. Hannah, C. Swing, Q. Gibbon, and T. Yarrow. 
Cumberland—W. Elmer, G. Tomlinson, E. C. Bateman, 
and J. W. Ludiam. 
DELEGATES TO THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
G. R. Chetwood and J. S. Mulford. 
Alternates—S. H. Pennington and A. D. Woodruff. 
Society adjourned. 
May 14, 1850. W. Pierson, Rec. Sec. 
The following licentiates have been received, and diplo- 
mas granted by the President, Dr. Fithian. 
John J. Jessup, @tlantic County, 
Sylvester Vandyke, Hunterdon “ 
J. W. Snowden, Camden ad 
Theodore R. Varick, Hudson “ 
Wm. S. Challis, Burlington “ 


James Paul, Mercer 
James D. Dewitt, Warren ad 
David B. Trimble, Burlington “ 
Lorenzo Fisler, Camden “ 


R. M. McLanahan, Hunterdon “ 
E. A. Heintzleman, Burlington “ 


John S. Stiger, Warren 7 
8. Tyler Miller, Gloucester = 
Frederick R. Graham, “ a 
Isaac A. Nichols, Essex « 
Alex. C. Taylor, « 
Wm Taylor, « = 
Frederick A. Kerk, “ “ 


Redley Kent “ « 
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AUTOPSY REVEALING THE ABSENCE OF GALL BLADDER. 
BY D. B. TRIMBLE, M. D. 


Under the impression that whatever will tend to enlighten 
us, in relation to the often obscure symptoms of disease, is 
worthy a place in the records of medical science, however 
humble may be the ‘effort, I send for insertion in the Re- 
porter, an account of a post-mortem examination of some 
interest. 

The subject of examination was a woman, aged fifty-five 
years, whom I was called upon to attend, on the sixth of 
January. 

I found her complaining of pain in the epigastric region, 
nausea, occasionally vomiting, slightly furred tongue, 
pyrosis, anorexia, and constipation. All these symptoms 
had been progressing for several months, though she was still 
able to attend to her household duties. Firm pressure on 
the epigastric region gave her pain, but not acute. Her 
pulse was frequent, though not full, or tense. As her dis- 
ease progressed, she twice, at considerable intervals, and for 
some hours, complained of pain in the shoulder ; her appe- 
tite became more and more depressed ; emaciation increased 
rapidly, ascites supervened, and death released her on the 
24th of June. 

From the symptoms, I considered it a case of chronic gas- 
tro-enteritis, approaching the stage of ulceration, and the 
treatment was in accordance with these views. The autop- 
sical examination, however, shewed that my diagnosis was 
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partially wrong, but at the same time proved that no medi- 
cal efforts would have relieved her. 

On the evening of the 24th, accompanied by my friend, 
Dr. Gauntt, I proceeded to the investigation, and on open- 
ing the abdomen, found it filled with serous fluid, of a red- 
dish color, in quantity about one gallon. The colon, and 
the small intestines were lying exposed, and the only ap- 
pearance of an omentum, was a strip about an inch in width, 
attached to the stomach. We next examined the intestines, 
commencing at the rectum, which was filled with ash-color- 
ed feces, and inflamed. The cecum, thoug hiess inflamed 
than the other intestines, had bright red patches throughout 
its coats ; the colon, jejunum, and ileum showed strong evi- 
dences of inflammaiion, being of a dark mahogany colour, 
and the coats of the small intestines much thickened. The 
mesenteric glands were discolored, but not enlarged. The 
duodenum was much contracted in size, and, about that 
portion of it where the pancreatic duct, and the ductus cho- 
ledochus penetrates it, was adhereut to the liver and pan- 
creas. The slomach presented no signs of disease. The 
liver was diminished in size, the stomach being uncovered 
by the left lobe; the right lobe was also smaller, and the 
portion attached to the pancreas together with that viscus, 
were of a cartilaginous character, No gall-bladder, or any 
vestige of one could be found, after the most careful investi- 
gation. Upon opening the cartilaginous portion of the liver, 
a gall-stone was found imbedded in the ductus choledochus, 
just at its entrance into the duodenum. It measured in its 
long circumference two and three-quarter inches; in the 
small circumference two inches, and weighed one hundred 
and nine grains. It is of a dull red color with patches of a 
white crystaline coating. The uterus was healthy in ap- 
pearance, though filled with a semi-organized substance.— 
Between the insertions of the round ligament, and the fallo- 
pian tube of each side, was a tumour, on the left side about 
the size of a large pea, and of an osseous consistence; on 
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the right as large as a hazel-nut, and cartilaginous. They 
were so situated, that the slightest pressure on them would 
close the orifices of the fallopian tubes. She had been mar- 
ried twenty-five years, but had not conceived. Could these 
tumours, by their mechanical effect, be the cause? The ova- 
ria were healthy. 


She had suffered for some years with the usual symptoms 
of indigestion ; but had not, at any time, very acute pain in 
the right hypochondriac, or epigastric regions ; at least none 
that could cause a suspicion of the passage of a calculus of 
the ordinary size. 

From the absence of the gall-bladder, no cystic bile could 
have been secreted ; and from the situation of the stone, no 
bile could pass into the duodenum, thus seriously deranging 
digestion and nutrition, producing the inflammatory condi- 
tion of the intestines, resulting in death, and the cause of 
which, no art could remove. 

The questions arise, what became of the omentum and 
gall-bladder ?—or was this one of those abnormal forma- 
tions mentioned by authors, where those organs are absent ? 
If there was originally no gall-bladder, how was the calcu- 
lus formed ? or did its size produce ulceration and rupture 
of the bladder, and its subsequent absorption? These are 
interesting questions, but difficult of solution. 

Upon mentioning the foregoing case to a medical friend 
from Philadelphia, he informed me that he recently had a 
case of calculi in the gall-bladder and ducts, resulting in 
death in fifteen hours, in which there was no pain in the 
right hypochondrium; but intense pain in the /e/?, extend- 
ing to the epigastrium. Two of the most eminent of the 
physicians of that city, saw her with him, and were not led 
by her symptoms to suspect her disease, though one of them 
suggested that such might be the cause. The post-mortem 
examination disclosed the gall-bladder filled with small cal- 
culi, one of which, not larger than a small pea, had closed 
the passage of the cystic duct. These cases show the obscu- 
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rity of the diagnosis in biliary calculi, and should lead us to 
suspect their presence when efficient means are unavailably 
used to relieve affections of the stomach and bowels, when 
timely resorted to. 

Burlington, June, 1850. 


A RARE CASE. 


BY WILLIAM L. CHALLISS, M. D. 


On the 13th of May, 1850, I was called to visit Mrs. 
M——, aged about thirty-five, and found her confined to 
her bed, and laboring under a severe cough, accompanied 
with profuse expectoration. Hercountenance was pale and 
dejected, indicative of much distress. In the course of my 
investigation, she told me of a tumour, which was growing 
in her “ private parts,” and which was the source of much 
uneasiness to her. Upon further inquiry, I deemed it not es- 
sential to her present safety, that an examination of this 
should be entered into, and therefore told her, that we would 
first mend her health, then direct our attention to the tumour. 
I accordingly put her upon the use of ferri. precip. carb. in 
dose gr. x. three times a day, together with a demulcent and 
anodyne syrup in small doses repeated frequently ; while at 
the same time counter irritation was made with croton oil over 
the upper portion of the right lung, where upon percussion, 
some dullness was discovered. The following day I found her 
much more composed ; and the cough somewhat abated in 
violence. The same treatment was continued, and on the 
fifth day she was enabled to occupy her accustomed seat at 
table with her family. A cold infusion of Wild Cherry Bark 
was now added as her common drink, and at the end of three 
weeks, she was fully able to resume her household duties. Her 
appetite was good, and the cough very slight, the expecto- 
ration having changed from the thick purulent, greenish co- 
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lored matter, which sank in water, to a thin frothy mucus. 
During the whole of this time, the precipitated carbonate of 
iron was continued, and its beneficial effects were evinced 
in giving volume to the pulse, and vigor to the whole consti- 
tution. 

Her mind being still much troubled about the.tumour, I 
commenced at this time an examination of it. I found it 
pending from the arch of the pubis—a corrugated, roundish 
tumour. With some difficulty I passed the finger into the 
vagina, and made careful and continued exploration both in 
the recumbent and erect posture, for the os tince ; but none 
could be found. The vagina was perfect, and the globe of 
the womb could be distinctly felt high up. Being at some 
loss how to solve the discrepancy satisfactorily, with the free 
consent of the patient, I laid bare the parts; and to my as- 
tonishment, found that this tumour was a perfect os uteri— 
firmly adherent to the pubis, immediately behind the orifice 
of the urethra. It is preternaturally large, and almost fills 
the entrance to the vagina. It is doubtless a mal-formation, 


which accounts for the rarity of her pregnancies. She 

has one child fifteen years old, and is now pregnant a second 

time—five months. What may be the result at the time of 

her confinement, I will leave for the reader to surmise. 
Moorestown, June, 1850. 


Note—We would suggest the enquiry to Dr. Challiss, whether his pa- 
tient had the carious mal-formation which he describes, before her first 
pregnancy? and if so, what was the character of her labor? We hope in 
due season, to be informed of the history of her second accouchment.—Ed. 
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EDITORIAL. 


CLINICAL RECORDS. 


As by the wise regulations of the New Jersey Medical 
society, the standing committee is required to give an annu- 
al summary of the diseases, prevalent in the state: it has oc- 
curred to us that this object might be greatly promoted if 
each individual member would preserve a brief record of 
cases, that come under his notice, with the age, sex, and 
other circumstances of importance and interest, from which 
an exact medical history of his own district, might be 
annually presented through the reporters to the commit- 
tee. We would respectfully recommend this plan to our 
brethren, as easy of adoption, and highly interesting and 
valuable, even as a subject for personal reference. We 
have tried it for some time past, and find it an easy matter 
at the close of each day, to devote a few minutes to noting 
in the record book, the age, sex, disease, time when treat- 
ment was commenced, and the result of each case ; and are 
satisfied that a great amouut of information may in this way 
be accumulated, with but little expenditure of labor or trou- 
ble. Having been so well satisfied ourselves, of the practi- 
cability and usefulness of the plan, we will be excused for 
urging its adoption upon our friends. 








EDITORIAL. 


OUR THIRD VOLUME. 


The third volume of this Journal is completed with the 
present number. In reviewing its history, we feel called 
upon to express our gratification with the manner in which 
so many of our medical brethren, have aided to sustain the 
work, both by their prompt responses to the claims of the 
publisher, and by the character of the communications, they 
have contributed to its pages. We regret very much, how- 
ever, that the publisher has recently felt himself required to 
issue a call for a prompt remittance of the amount of sub- 
scription, especially to subscribers who are certainly to be re- 
lied on : and while we know that there are many delinquents, 
we feel sure that he has not been happy in selecting those, 
who are always true to their duty, but who, in the press of 
professional engagements, may have overlooked the proper 
time for payment. It was not certainly intended by him fo 
offend a single individual, but in his solicitude to make the 
Reporter do its share, toward supplying the claims of the 


workmen in his office, he has availed himself of the publish- 
ers license to dun, when he was most in need. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We acknowledge the receipt of several communications, 
which are crowded out of the present number, but will ap- 
pear in our next. 

1. A communication from Dr. Condict, on the use of Cod 
Liver Oil, &c. 

2. Cases of Hydrophobia, by Francis Moran, M. D. 

3. Essay on Periodic or Recurring Colics, by Joseph 
Garrison, M. D. 





NEW MEDICAL PUBLICATIONS. 

The New York Medical Gazette and Journal of Health, 
is a new weekly, issued from the office of S. S. and W. 
Wood, New York, at two dollars per annum, dnd under the 
editorial charge of D. Meredith Reese, M. D. It contains 
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twelve pages of reading matter. The first number promises 
well; we wish it success, 

The British American Medical and Physical Journal, ed- 
ited byArchibald Hall, M. D., of Montreal, Canada, comes 
to us in a much more convenient size and form, than under 
the old series. It contains 48 pages, and has, we think, a 
much better dress than when we first knew it. 

New Medical College—The New York Medical College 
was chartered by the legislature of the State last winter, and 
is expected to go into operation in the ensuing fall. The 
chair of theory and practice has been filled by Horace Green, 
M. D.; of Chemistry, by R. Ogden Doremus ; of Surgery, by 
A. L. Cox, M. D., and applications for the other chairs will 
be received by John S. C, Abbot, No. 43, Lafayette Place, 
New York. 

University of Pennsylvania.—Some important changes 
have taken place in this time honored institution, consequent 
on the resignation of Dr. Chapman, who forso many years 
filled the chair of Practice with such distinguished ability. 
Dr. Wood has been transferred from the chair of Materia 
Medica to that of Theory and Practice, and the vacancy oc- 
casioned by this transfer has been filled by Dr. Joseph Car- 
son, late of the College of Pharmacy. No one can doubt the 
ability of each to fill the respective places to which they 
have been assigned. Dr. Wood has gone to Europe on bu- 
siness connected with his recent appointment. 





Obituary—Died, in Philadelphia, Dr. Robert Egglesfield 
Griffith, in the 53d year of his age.—In London, Dr. Wm. 
Prout, author of a work on the Stomach and Rena! Diseases, 
and of one of the Bridgwater treatises. These, and other 
works of that distinguished author will long survive him. 
In Paris, at the advanced age of 83 years, M. Capuron, a 
distinguished accoucheur, and teacher of Midwifery.—In 
Paris, March 4th, in the seventieth year of his age M. Mar- 
jolin, a distinguished Surgeon of that city.—In Paris, on the 
9th of May, M. Guy Lussac, the distinguished chemist and 
#ronaut. 





ECLECTIC DEPARTMENT. 





Abstract of the Minutes of the Third Meeting of the Ame- 
rican Medical Association, held in the City of Cincin- 
nati, May, 1850. 


The Association assembled in College Hall, May 17, 1850, 
at 104 o’clock, A. M., the President, Dr. J. C. Warren, in 
the chair. 

The committee of arrangements reported a list of dele- 
gates who had registered their names. 

The session was then opened by an address from the Pre- 
sident. 

On motion of Dr. Warren the constitution was read. 

Drs. Drake, Rives, Lawson, Dodge, Strader, and Richards, 
appointed last year on the committee of arrangements, but 
who were not members of the Association, and Dr. C. C. 
Caldwell were elected permanent members. 

On motion of Dr. Watson, a committee: to nominate offi- 
cers for the present year was appointed, consisting of one 
delegate from each State represented, to be selected by the 
delegations from the respective States. The following were 
constituted that committee: Nathan Sanborn, New Hamp- 
shire; Ezekiel Fowler, R. Island; Worthington Hooker, 
Conn.; Calvin Jewett, Vermont; Edward Reynolds, Massa- 
chusetts; T. W. Blatchford, New York; Enoch Fithian, 
New Jersey ; Caspar Morris, Pennsylvania ; James Couper, 
Delaware; S. P. Smith, Maryland; G. Lane Corbin, Vir- 
ginia ; Walter A. Norwood, North Carolina; Henry R. Frost, 
South Carolina; Paul F. Eve, Georgia; William B. John- 
ston, Alabama ; Bennett Dowler, Louisiana; N. L. Thomas, 
Tennessee ; C. Q. Blackburn, Ky.; G. W. Boerstler, Ohio ; 
A. B. Palmer, Michigan; H. G. Sexton, Indiana; John 
Evans, Illinois; W. M. McPheeters, Missouri; 8. G. Ar- 
mor, lowa; John Parker, Wisconsin. 

The committee of arrangements reported the names of 
ersons recommended by various delegates for membership 
y invitation. 

On motion of Dr. White, of New York, the subject was 

referred to a special committee of five, to report the names 
of those who shouid be elected, and the following were ap- 
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pointed the committee : Drs. Ware, of Massachusetts ; John- 
ston, of Missouri; Dowler, of Louisiana ; Parrish, of Penn- 
sylvania; Flint of New York, 

A letter was read from the secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institute, relative to the registration of diseases, &c., through- 
out the United States, and offering in behalf of the Smithso- 
nian Institute a room in its building for the meeting of the 
Association. 

On motion, that part of the letter respecting registration 
was referred to the committee on hygiene, and that in refer- 
ence to the room for the meeting of the Association to the 
committee on nominations. 

The Secretary asked and obtained leave to present the re- 
port of the committee on publication, and the annual state- 
ment of the treasurer, which was read, referred to the com- 
mittee on publication, and the following resolutions append- 
ed tothe report were adopted :— 

1. Resolved, That the annual assessment for the present 
year shall be three dollars. 

2. Resolved, That those delegates who pay the assessment 
shall be entitled to one copy of the Transactions for the pre- 
sent year, and that the payment of two dollars, in addition, 
shall entitle them to three copies of the same, 

3. Resolved, That permanent members shall be entitled to 
one copy of the Transactions for the present year, on the 
payment of two dollars; and three copies, on the payment 
of five dollars. 

4. Resolved, That societies which are represented at this 
meeting, shall be entitled to copies, for their members at the 
same rates at which they are furnished to delegates, viz., 
three copies for five dollars. 

5. Resolved, That the permanent members, unless present 
at the meeting as delegates, shall not be subject to any as- 
sessmeut. 

6. Resolved, That any delegate who is in arrears for an 
annual assessment, shall not be considered as a permanent 
member. 

7. Resolved, That the several committees be requested to 
bring their reports fairly and legibly transcribed, and that 
they be required to hand their reports to the secretaries as 
soon as they are read. 

The report of the committee on hygiene was presented, 
and after a portion had been read, it was referred to the 
committee on publication. 
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The committee on nominations reported the following as officers for the 
present year. 

President.—R. D. Massey, Ohio. 

Vice Presidents.—J B. Johnson, Missouri; A. Lopez, Alabama; Daniel 
Brainard, Illinois; G. W. Norris, Pennsylvania. 

Secretaries—Aifred Stillé, Pennsylvania; H. W. De Saussure, South 
Carolina. 

Treasurer.—Isaac Hays, Pennsylvania. 

After some discussion the report was accepted. 

The President announced the report of the commitiee on education as 
the order of business of the day. 

Dr. Blatchford, of New York, presented the report of the commitiee on 
education, which he requested might be read by the Secretary, as the 
chairman of the committee was absent. The Secretary read the report. 

Dr. Blatchford offered the following preamble and resolutions, prefac- 
ing them with remarks, that although a member of the committee he had 
never seen the report until late on the preceding evening, and that he dis- 
sented altogether from the opinions it expressed. 

Whereas, This Association has learnt through its several committees, ap- 
pointed from year to year to examine into the state of medical. education 
in our country, that many of the Medical Colleges, invested by law with 
the power of granting degrees, still continue a system of instruction which 
we cannot bat regard as defective, both in the time allotted to the delivery 
of lectures, in the attention paid to practical anatomy, in the facilities af- 
forded for clinical instruction, and in the low standard of the requirements 
for a degree; therefore, 

Resolved, That this Association reiterates its former recommendations 
upon these points, and would urge upon the Medical Colleges to continue 
their efforts to elevate the standard of medical education, by adopting such 
changes in their courses of instruction as shall satisfy the just and reason- 
able desires of the profession. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the American Medical Association are due 
to the Faculties of the University of Pennsylvania and of the College of Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons of New York, and all other institutions which may have 
conformed to our recommendations, for their. prompt response to the re- 
commendations of the Association for the improvement of medical eda- 
cation. 

Dr. Roberts, of Maryland, also a member of the committee, stated that 
he had never seen the report until the preceding evening, and did not en- 
tirely approve of it. 

Dr. Stillé wished to correct a statement made in the report, “that none 
of the Colleges of Pharmacy in the Atlantic cities seem to be in active op- 
eration. Dr. Stillé called attention to the fact that the Colleges of Phar- 
macy of New York and Philadelphia were in active operation, and had 
shown their activity, among other ways, by taking an efficient part in pro- 
curing the passage of the law to prevent the importation of spurious and 
adulterated drugs. 

Dr. Isaac Wood, of New York, also desired to say, that the College of 
Parmacy of New York was in active and efficient operation. 

Dr. Parrish, of Pennsylvania, after having expressed his dissent at 
length from the doctrjpes of the report, moved that it take the usual course, 
and be referred to the committee on publication. 

Dr. Annan, of Kentucky, moved to amend by referring the report and 
the resolations of Dr. Blatchford to a select committee, of which Dr. Par- 
rish should be chairman. 

After mach discussion, and the offering and withdrawal of several reso- 
lutions, 

40 
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Dr. Stillé offered the following resolutions as an amendment, which were 
adopted :— 

Resolved, That the report of the chairman of the committee on medical 
education be recommitted for correction as to matters of fact, and then 
handed to the committee of publication. 

Resolved, That the resolutions of Dr. Blatchford be made the special or- 
der for the meeting this afiernoon. 

On motion of Dr. Knight, of Connecticut, it was 

Resolved, That the committee appointed to nominate the officers of the 
the Association be continued, and that they be directed to nominate the se- 
veral standing commitiees of the Association for the ensuing vear, and 
also to designate a place for the next meeting of the Association. 

Dr. Reyburn, of Missouri, in behalf of the Medical Society of the State 
of Missouri, tendered an invitation from said Society, to the National Me- 
dieal Association to meet in St. Louis after the next annual meeting. 

The Association then adjourned to 34 P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Dr. Johnson, Vice President, in the chair. 

The discassion of Dr. Blatchford’s resolutions was resumed, and 

Dr. Miller, of Kentucky, moved to amend the first by inserting after the 
word “ efforts”—“ and the lay members of the profession who take office- 
— to begin their efforts”—which was accepted by Dr. Blatchford. 
~ efore coming to a vote, the Association adjourned to 9 A. M. of Thars- 

y- 

MAY $th—»onwine szssiox. 

Dr. Johnson, Vice-President in the chair. 

After reading the minutes, and the transaction of some unimportant bu- 
siness, the President announced the resolutions of Dr. Blatchford as 
amended by Dr. Miller, of Kentucky, as the first business in order. 

Dr. Eve, of Georgia, moved that the resolutions be indefinitely postponed, 
which was not adopted. 

After much discassion and conversation, the previous question was 
moved by Dr. Edwards, of Ohio, and carried. 

A motion for a reconsideration having been made, was carried ; and the 
resolutions being again open for discussion, it was moved by Dr. J. R. 
Wood, of New York, that the Association go into committee of the whole, 
with Dr. Knight, of Connecticut, in the chair. 

This resolution having been adopted, Dr. Knight took the chair, and the 
Association went into committee of the whole. 

The commitiee rose to report, when, on motion of Dr. Lopez, the rules 
were suspended, in order to enable him to make an explanation and read 
@ protest on behalf of the delegates of the State of Alabama, against cer- 
tain statements made in the report of the committee on education, in 1849, 
and published in the volume of Transactions of that year ; the protest con- 
cluding with the following preamble and resolution :— 

Whereas, The third section of the report on medical education, entitled 
“ legal requirements exacted by medical practitioners in the several states 
of the Union,” being discordant with the laws of the State of Alabama, 
now existing, and in force from 1823, unrepealed, and more especially at 
variance with a strict sense of justice and respect igthe sootienl faculy of 
that state in their professional relations and public standing— 

Resolved, That the foregoing protest be entered upon the minutes of this 
present meeting, and published with its proceedings. 

On motion of Dr. Coxe, of Ohio, the protest was aecepted, and referred 
to the committee on publication. 
Dr. Lopez, Vice-President, then took the chair. 
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The chairman of the committee of the whole reported that they had had 
under consideration the preamble and resolutions of Dr. Blatchford, of New 
York, and certain other resolutions, herewith submitted, proposed by Drs. 
Lawson and Drake, of Ohio, Dr. Gross, of Kentucky,and Dr. Theobald, of 
Maryland, which were recommended by resolution of Dr. Flint, of New 
York, to be referred to the standing committee for 1851; and that they af- 
terwards adopted the accompanying resolution of Dr. Casper Morris, of 
Pennsylvania, offered as a substitute for the above. 

On motion, the report of the committee was adopted. 

Amendment offered by Dr. Lawson, of Ohio :— 

Resolved, That all the Medical Colleges be advised to require of their stu- 
dents to exhibit evidence of a good English education prior to graduation. 

Resolved, That Medical Colleges be advised to extend their lecture terms 
to at least five months. 

Resolved, That Medical Colleges be most earnestly requested to elevate 
the standard for graduation; and that no candidate be permitted to receive 
a degree who does not evince a thorough knowledge of the elements of 
medical science. 

Resolved, That those schools which fail to comply with these resolutions, 
be refused a representation in this association. 

Amendment offered by Dr. Drake :— 

Resolved, That the medical schvols of the United States should require 
pupils to remain till the end of the session, whatever may be its length, 
except when permission may be given to depart. 

Amendment offered by Dr. Theobald, of Maryland : 

Resolved, That those medical schools in the United States, which have 
laws requiring a student to be twenty-one years of age, and to study me- 
dicine three years before he is eligible to the degree of M. D., be requested 
to enforce said laws; and that those which have no such laws enact them. 

Amendment offered by Dr. Gross, of Kentucky :— 

Resolved, That the resolution be so far amended as to strike out the 
words, “of the University of Pennsylvahia, and the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of New York.” 

Resolution offered by Dr. Morris, of Pa., as a substitute, adopted in com- 
mittee of the whole, reported to the Association, and passed. 

Resolved, That the recommendations of this Association at its former 
meetings, in regard to medica! education, be reaffirmed, and that private 
preceptors be still urged to receive into their offices only those duly qual- 
ified by previous education to engage in the study of medicine. 

On motion of Dr. Flint, the report of the committee on practical medi- 
cine was made the special order and business for the afternoon session. 

On motion, the Association adjourned to meet at 4 P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Dr. Lopez, Vice-President, in the chair. 

Acommunication from Dr. Fenner, of Louisiana, was received, accom- 
panied by a portion of a work, now in course of publication, relating to the 
medical topography and diseases of the south-west, and upon which sub- 
ject he asked the co-operation of the Association. 

On motion of Dr. Watson of New York, it was 

Resolved, That Dr. Fenner’s projected;annoal publication of the diseases 
and medical statistios of the southern portion of the United States, meets 
with the cordial approbation of the American Medical Association, and is 
worthy of the active support and co-operation of the profession. 

Dr. J. K. Mitchell, of Philadelphia, presented and read the report of the 
standing committeee on Practical Medicine, which was on motion received 
and referred to the committee on publication. 











316 TRANS: AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The following list of nominations was presented by the nominating 
committee. 

Medical Sciences.—Dr. Bennett Dowler, of New Orleans, Chairman. Drs. 
E. D. Fenner, New Orleans; G. L. Upsher, Norfolk, Virginia; W. B. 
Johnston, Marion, Alabama; F. G. Smith, Philadelphia; E. Carr, Canan- 
dagua, New York; G. W. Meers, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Practical Medicine —Dr. Austin Flint, Buffalo, New York, Chairman.— 
Drs. H. M. Conger, Buffalo, New York ; R. H. Davis, Baltimore, Mary- 
land; W. A. Norwood, Hillsborough, North Carolina; G. L. Corbin, 
Halfway House, York County, Virginia; J. McNaughton, Albany, New 
York ; R. Haymond, Brookville Indiana. 

Surgery.—Dr. Paul F. Eve, Augusta, Georgia, Chairman. Drs. J. N. 
Simmons, Griffin, Georgia: John Watson, New York; H. H. McGuire, 
Winchester, Virginia; 8. D. Gross, Louisville, Kentucky; C. A. Pope, 
Sen., 8t. Louis, Missouri; A. B. Palmer, Tecumseh, Michigan. 

Obstetrics —Dr. D. H. Storer, Boston, Chairman. Drs. E. Reynolds, Bos- 
ton; H. Miller, Louisville, Kentucky ; 8. Thompson, Albion, Illinois; T. 
M. Smith, Brandywine, Delaware; R. Parker, Kenoska, Wisconsin ; A. J. 
Mullen, Napoleon, Indiana. 

Medical Education.—Dr. Worthington Hooker, Norwich, Connecticut, 
Chairman. Drs. T. W. Blatchford, Troy, New York; J. B. 8. Jackson, 
Boston; E. W. Theobald, Baltimore; J. R. Wood, New York; N.8. Da- 
vis, Chicago, Illinois ; C. J. Blackburn, Covington, Kentucky. 

Medical Literature—Dr. Thomas Reyburn, St. Louis, Chairman. Drs. 
W. M. McPheeters, St. Louis; L. M. Lawson, Cincinnati; 8. Annan, Lex- 
ington, Kentucky ; J. Cooper, Newcastle, Delaware ; G. Tyler, Washing- 
ton, D. C.; N. L. Thomas, Clarksville Tennessee. 

Committee on Publication.—Dr. Isaac Hays, Philadelphia, Chairman. Drs. 
A. Stillé, D. F. Condie, Philadelphia ; H. W. DeSaussure, Charleston ; J. 
R. W. Dunbar, Baltimore; I. Parrish, Philadelphia; N. Sanborn, Henni- 
ker, New Hampshire. 

Committee of Arrangements.—Dr. H. R. Frost, Charleston, Chairman.— 
P. C. Gaillard, H. W. DeSaussure, W. T. Wragg. J. P. Jervey, R. Lebby, 
D. J. Cain, Charleston. . 

The Committee also recommended that the next meeting of the Associ- 
ation be held at Charleston, South Carolina. 

On motion of Dr. Bowditch the report was adopted. 

Dr. Evans, of Chicago, presented a brief report from Dr. Prioleau, 
Chairman of the committee on obstetrics, which was read and referred to 
the committee of publication, to be published or not at their discretion. 

Dr. Evans also presented a paper, relating to a new instrament invented 
by him, called the “ obstetrical extractor,” and which he exhibited to the 
Association, describing upon the mannikin the mode of manipulating it. 
The paper was referred to the same commitiee and with like conditions, 
as the last. : 

Dr. Drake, as Chairman of the committee of arrangements, introduced 
a paper by Dr. N. 8. Davis, upon the question “ Has the cerebellum any 
special connection with the sexual propensity, or function of generation?” 
It was read by its author and referred to the committee on publication. 

The Association then adjourned to Friday at 9 A. M. 


mary 10th. 


Dr. Johnston, Vice President, in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Dr. Parsons of Rhode Island, Chairman of the Committee on Medical 
Sciences, presented the report of the committee, which was received, and 
referred to the committee on publication. 
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Dr. Huston, chairman of the committee on spurious and adolterated 
drugs, read his report, concluding with the following resolutions :— 

Resolved, That the various state and local medical societies, be requested 
to annually appoint boards of examiners, whose daty it shall be to procure 
specimens of drugs from the stores within their limits, for examination, 
and report upon the same to their respective societies, at least once in 
every year. 

Resolved, That the respectable druggists and apothecaries. throughout 
the United States, be requested to take active measures for suppressing 
fabrication and sale of inferior and adulterated drugs, and that it is re- 
spectfully suggested to them, whenever practicable, to form themselves 
into societies or colleges for the promotion of pharmaceutical knowledge, 
and general improvement in their profession. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, consisting of one member from 
each state here represented, whose duty it shall be to collect information 
in regard to spurious and adulterated drugs, and report the same at the 
next meeting of the Association. 

Dr. Massey, chairman of the committee on surgery, presented and read 
the report of the committee, which on motion was received and referred to 
the committee on publication. 

The following resolutions offered by Dr. Stillé, were adopted. 

Resolved, That Dr. Caldwell be requested to prepare a report, to be pre- 
sented at the next meeting, showing how far, in his judgment, the sciences 
of phrenology and mesmerism are founded in truth, and to what extent a 
knowledge of them may be rendered subservient to the treatment and cure 
of diseases. 

Resolved, That Dr. Caldwell be requested to take into consideration the 
subject of vital organic chemistry, and report to the next meeting whether, 
in his judgment, it can be justly called a branch of science, and if so, how 
far a knowledge of it can be rendered available to the welfare of man. 

The committee on nominations reported the following names for com- 
mittees. 

Committee on Indigenous Medical Botany and Materia Medica.—Dr. A. Clapp, 
New Albany, Indiana; Drs. J. M. Bigelow, Lancaster, Ohio; G. Engle- 
man, Missouri; H. R. Frost, Charleston, South Carolina; J. Carson, Phi- 
ladelphia, Pennsylvania ; N. B. Ives, New Haven, Connecticut; U. Par- 
sons, Providence, Rhode Island. 

Committee on Hygiene.—Dr. James Moultrie, Charleston, South Carolina ; 
Drs. P. C. Gaillard do.; W. DeSaussure, do.; D. Drake, Cincinnati, Ohio ; 
L. H. Anderson, Sumptersville, Alabama; G. Emerson, Philadelphia Penn- 
sylvania; J. Parrish, Burlington, New Jersey. 

On motion, the report was accepted, and the nominations confirmed. 

On motion, the report of the committee on medical literature was made 
the special order for the afternoon session. 

On motion of Dr. Yardley, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on hygiene be requested to report on the 
best plan of warming and ventilating public and private buildings. 

Dr. Blatchford of New York, offered the following resolution :— 

Resolved, That a special committee on pharmacy, and the adulteration of 
drugs, shall be appointed by the President, consisting of seven members, 
of whom Dr. T. O. Edwards, of Ohio, shall be chairman, to report at our 
next annual meeting, and that the special committee on Forensic Medicine 
appointed last year under Dr. Stevens’ resolution be reappointed, and that 
it be optional with Dr. Stevens to continue as chairman, or to appoint a 
successor, which was adopted. The following committee on pharmacy 
and adulterated drugs were appointed. Dr. T. O. Edwards, Cincinnati, 
Chairman. Drs. T. W. Blatchford, Troy, New York; R. M. Huston, Phila- 
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delphia ; H. IL. Bowditch, Boston; E. W. Theobald, Baltimore ; H. R. Frost, 
Charleston ; J. B. Johnson, St. Louis. 

On motion of Dr. Morris, of Pennsylvania, it was 

Resolved, That it is with great satisfaction the members of this Associa- 
tion have observed the establishment of drug stores, in which, neither pa- 
tent medicine, nostrums, nor other articles, by which the artfal and desigo- 
ing impose vn the ignorant and credulous, are exposed for sale; and that 
the Association recommends to its members to exert their influence in 
their respective spheres of action to encourage similar efforts in other 
places. 

Dr. Phelps, of New York, offered the following preamble and resolution, 
which were adopted. 

Whereas, The clerical profession often, though, perhaps, sometimes un- 
warily, yield their extensive influence in the community, in giving currency 
to quackery and quack medicines, therefore 

Resolved, That this subject be referred to the commitiee on hygiene, to 
consider, and report at the next annual meeting of the Association. 

Dr. W. Hooker, of Connecticut, offered the following resolutions :— 

Resolved, That the rule in relation to nostrums and secret medicines con- 
tained in our code of medical ethics, ought to be strictly observed by the 
medical profession, under all circumstances. 

Resolved, That when a physician claiming to be the inventor of a new 
medicine, and using the measures of the common quack in effecting its 
sale, manages to escape censure and punishment, and to obtain even the 
countenance of a portion of the profession by revealing the composition 
of his medicine to sach of his medical brethren as may desire it, he is 
guilty of a dishonorable evasion of the rule referred to, and should be so 
considered and treated by the whole profession. 

Dr. Lawson, of Ohio, moved to amend by the addition of the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That this Association regards it as contrary to its system of 
ethics for Medical Journals to advertise nostrums, or secret remedies, al- 
though their composition may have been made known to the editor. 

The resolutions and the amendment were then adopted. 

The Association adjourned at 34 P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Dr, Johnson, Vice Pessident, in the chair. 

Dr. Miller, of Kentucky, moved a suspension of the rules, and offered 
the following preamble and resolution, which were adopted :— 

Whereas, Clinical instraction in medicine and surgery is now generally 
acknowledged to be essential to the proper qualification of students for the 
practice of these branches of our profession, and whereas, it must be ad- 
mitted that clinical instruction in midwifrey would be equally valuable, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the committee on medical education be instructed to in- 
quire whether any practicable scheme can be devised to render instruc- 
tion in midwifrey more practical that it has hitherto been in the medical 
schools of the United States, and report at the next meeting of the Associ- 
auon. 

Dr. Stillé, chairman, presented and read the report of the committee on 
medical literature, concluding with the following resolutions :— 

Resolved, That the Association regards the cultivation of medical litera- 
ture as essential! to professional improvement, and as adapted to form one 
of the broadest lines of distinction between physicians and all pretenders 
to the name. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Association it is equally the duty 
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and the interest of the profession to sustain its periodical literature, both 
by literary contributions and subscription. 

Resolved, That the standing committee on medical literature be instruct- 
ed to report to the Association at its next meeting what American medical 
work, published during the year of their service, in their judgment is the 
most valuable, and with the consent of the Association such work shall 
be formally proclaimed by the President. 

Resolved, That state and local societies are hereby recommended to of- 
fer pecuniary reward or other distinction for the best memoir founded 
upon original observation. 

Resolved, That medica! colleges are hereby recommended to distinguish 
the best inaugural theses by a public announcement of its subject and the 
name of its author, and in sach other manner as they may deem appro- 
priate, 

Resolved, That the sum of onze nuNDRED porttans, raised by voluntary 
contribution, be offered by this Association for the best experimental 
essay on a subject connected either with Physiology on medical chemistry, 
and that a comMlittee of seven be appointed to carry out the objects of this 
resolution: said committee to receive the competing memoirs until the 
first day of March, 1851; the authors’ names to be concealed from the 
committee ; and the name of the successfal competitor alone to be an- 
nounced after the publication of the decision. 

On motion, the report was accepted and referred to the committee of 
publication, and the resolutions were considered seriatim and adopted. 

The following were appointed the committee to carry oat the last reso- 
lution of the committee on medical literature, viz :-— 

Dr. F. G. Smith, Philadelphia, chairman: Drs. A. Stillé, Phildelphia ; R. 
Bridges, de.; W. L. Atlee, do.; F. Bache, do.; L. P. Yandell, Louisville; J. 
Moultrie, Charleston. 

The report of the special committee, Drs. Horner, Condie and Hays, ap- 
pointed to consider the measures suggested in the report on medical litera- 
ture for 1849, was submitied. The following resolution, appended to the 
report, was read and adopted. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Association the only legitimate 
means within our reach for the encouragement and maintenance of a na- 
tional medical literature, is to increase the standard of preliminary and 
professional education required of those who would enter the medical 
profession ; to promote the circulation among the members of the profes- 
sion of the medica! journals of the day ; to encourage the establishment 
of district medical libraries; and to induce every practitioner to cultivate, 
with care, the fields of observation and research that are within his reach. 

On motion, the report was referred to the committee of publication. 

Dr. Gross, of Kentucky, offered the following preamble and resolutions, 
which were adopted :— 

Whereas, The interests'and the dignity of the medical profession of the 
United States, as well as a true spirit of patriotism and a love of indepen- 
dence, demand that we should use all proper and honorable means for the 
establishment of a national medical literature ; and whereas, we have hith- 
erto paid too blind and indiscriminate a deference and devotion to Euro- 
pean authorities, and not sufficiently patronized and protected our own: 
therefore, 

Resolved, That this Association earnestly and respectfully recommend 
to the medical profession generally, and to the various medical schools in 
particular, the employment of native works as text-books for their pupils. 
instead of the productions of foreign writers. 

Resolved, That the editing of English works by American physicians, 
has atendency to repress native literary and scientific authorship, and 
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ought therefore to be discouraged by all who have at heart the objects con- 
templated in this preamble, 

Resolved, That this Association will always hail with satisfaction, the re- 
print in their original and anmutilated form of any meritorious works that 
may emanate from the British press. 

On motion of Dr. Bowditch, of Massachusetts, it was 

Resolved, That the commitiee on medical education be requested to re- 
port at the next annual meeting of the Association, whether, in their opin- 
ion, any plan can be devised whereby medical students may receive a 
more thorough education in practical chemistry than they receive at pre- 
sent at any of the Medical Colleges of the Union. 

The Secrctary presented the report of the committee on Indigenous Me- 
dical Botany ; a report on the vital statistics of New Orleans, by Dr. J. C. 
Simmonds; Biographical Notices of deceased Physicians, by Dr. Wil- 
liams, of Massachasetts, all of which were referred to the committee on 
publication: and a catalogue of Indigenous Medical Botany, by Dr. Bige- 
low, of Ohio, which was referred to the committee on Botapy. 

Dr. Flint, of New York, submitted the following resoluWSn, which was 
adopted :— 

Resolved, That the manuscript work of the late lamented Dr. Forry, be 
referred to the committee on publication, to be published in connection 
with the transactions of the Association, provided it be deemed advisable 
by the committee, and consistent with the pecuniary resources of the 
Association. 

Dr. W. L. Sation, of Kentucky, nominated by Dr. Drake a permanent 
member, was unanimously received. 

On motion of Dr. Gross, of Kentucky, it was 

Resolved, That a commitiee be appointed, to report at the next annual 
meeting of this Association on the propriety of recommending to the Ame- 
rican people the importance of establishing schools of veterinary medicine 
and surgery, in which the diseases of the horse, ox, dog, and other domes- 
tic animals may be investigated, and thorough and sofficient courses of 
instruction delivered to such young men as may wish to qualify them- 
selves for the practice of the verterinary profession. 

The commitiee is composed of Drs. 8. D. Gross, David W. Yandell, and 
L. Powell, of Louisville. 

Dr. M. Z. Kreider, of Ohio, presented a protest and resolutions against 
the vending of spurious and adulterated drugs, from the Fairfield county 
Medica! Institute, which was read by the Secretary, and referred to a spe- 
cial committee, of which Dr. Edwards is chairman. 

The following resolution, submitted by Dr. Mead, of Illinois, was refer- 
red to the committee on medical education : 

Resolved, That the committee on medical education be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of recommending to the Colleges to abolish the 
rule which allows four years’ practice to be received as an equivalent for 
attendance on one course of lectures, and to require all candidates for 
graduation to attend two full courses; also, the expediency of adopting a 
uniform rate of lecture fees, varying in amount only between the Colleges 
of the North and those of the South.— Medical News and Library. 


LY 8. 1870, 
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TO OUR READERS. 


We owe an apology to our readers, for the late appearance of 
our Journal. It is always due by the middle of the months of 
October, January, April, and July; but we have been necessarily 


absent from home, and a press of business in the office has pre- 


vented our appearance in due season. Theerrorsin punctuation, 


&c. which appear in some places, may be attributed to the sick- 
mess ef our most important proof reader. S.C. A. 
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MEDICINAL EXTRACTS. 


The importance of pure and reliable Medicine is every day being 
observed and appreciated, by the Medical Profession, Apothecaries 
and community at large. That the practitioner should be able to 
calculate with certainty upon the effect of the medicines he adminis- 
ters, is of eminent importance to him and his patients. In no article 
used in his practice, is he so much deceived and disappointed, as in 
the Extracts usually found in market; indeed, so great has this evil 
become, that many physicians have abandoned the use of them. 

To meet the necessity so generally felt in the country for a pure 
and reliable Exrracr, the undersigned have devoted much time and 
application, and spared no expense to furnish an article in which the 
peculiar characteristics and active constituents of the Vegetable are 
unaltered; representing in Medicinal efficacy the material from which 
it has been produced. 

The varieties they have prepared fully meet their expectations ; 
they are, 

Inspissated Ext Conium, alcoholic, Insp. Garden Lettuce. 

Taraxacam, do. Ext. Blood Root, alcoholic, 
Hyoscyamus, do. “ Sarsaparilla, 
Belladonna, do. “ Mandrake, alcoholic. 
Stramonium, do. 

They hope to furnish as soon as they can be prepared, every va- 
riet 

The extracts are put up in Glass Jars, containing 4!b., hermeti- 
cally sealed and labelled « TILDEN & CO., NEW YORK.” (Steel 
plate, to prevent counterfeiting. ) 

They hope their exertions in a matter of so great importance to 
the profession, will be met with a corresponding encouragement by 
them and the trade generally. 

TILDEN & CO., 
Proprietors of the Botanic Garden and Steam Mills, New Lebanon, N. Y. 


WM. T. PEEK, GENERAL AGENT, 
No. 98 John Street, New-York. 
Stimpson & Reed, Boston, Chas. Ellis & Co., Chesnut St., Phila. 
J, Balch & Son, Providence, Chas. D. Knight, 38 North 6th St., do. 
H. Seymour, Hartford, Smith & Atkinson, Baltimore, 
Thos. Lord, Bridgeport, Alex. McHarg, Green St., Albany. 


N. B.—They have also extensive arrangements for Powdering all 
varieties of Vegetable Medicines, which are warranted pure. They 
are put up in I/b., ilb., and jlb., packages ; the more delicate in tin 
foil, to preserve them from the action of the Atmosphere. 
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